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Donald D. McFadden, Esquire



In Memoriam
Donald D. McFadden, Esquire

We now celebrate and pay tribute to the remarkable life
and distinguished legal career of our colleague, Attorney
Donald D. McFadden, who passed away on December 26,
2025. His personal qualities, sterling character and lifelong
commitment to the betterment of his community played no
small part in Don’s having legions of friends—many of
whom he outlived, but so many others who have mourned
his passing. He has been universally remembered for his
genial nature, quick wit and concern for the common good.
The amazing impact of his friendship on people from all
walks of life, during his 93 years on this earth would, alone,
be sufficient cause to honor his memory. However, it is the
equal task of this Committee and our Association to
endeavor to memorialize Don’s accomplishments and
contributions to our profession over the course of his
extraordinary 65 years engaged in the practice of law.

A retrospective view would suggest that the word
“obstacle” was never part of Don’s vocabulary. On the
contrary, it is evident that, even at a young age, Don
exhibited the ability to view challenges as an opportunity to
work harder and keep moving forward. This trait was
manifested in the way he dealt with various stages of his
developmental years, both educationally and athletically,
and eventually, with his career in the practice of law. Blessed
with a sharp mind that allowed him to learn and adapt,
quickly, to changing circumstances, it was also Don’s
discipline and strength of character that helped him attain
great success throughout his lifetime.



Don’s first significant challenge was losing his father, at
age six, which resulted in him attending Girard College in
Philadelphia, a school for fatherless boys, through ninth
grade. He returned to Wilkes-Barre and attended G.A.R.
High School for grades 10 through 12, graduating in 1950.
It was at G.A.R. that Don blossomed as an athlete, lettering
in football, track and wrestling, serving as a captain of the
wrestling squad. Upon graduation, Don worked in the mines
for the next two years at the Empire Colliery. Determined to
further his education, Don next enrolled at Wilkes College
where his athletic prowess saw him lettering in football and
wrestling, again serving as captain of the wrestling team.
With grit, leadership and determination, Don pursued his
legal studies at the Dickinson School of Law. Upon
graduation and passing the Bar in 1961, he took the further
step of obtaining a Master of Laws (LL.M) in Taxation from
Georgetown University School of Law. Against great odds,
the foundation was thus laid for Don to commence his legal
career in Luzerne County in 1963 which began with his
appointment as an Assistant Solicitor for his hometown, the
City of Wilkes-Barre, and developing a law practice
emphasizing the field of taxation and administration of trusts
and estates.

In February of 1968, Don joined together with attorneys,
Joseph F. Flanagan, John H. Doran, Richard Biscontini,
Charles Shaffer and John E. O’Connor (with whom he
maintained lifelong friendships) to form the Wilkes-Barre-
based law firm of Flanagan, Doran, Biscontini & Shaffer.
Not long after, the firm and its partners found themselves on
a national stage occasioned by their representation of the
family and Estate of Mary Jo Kopechne following her tragic
death at Chappaquiddick on July 18, 1969. The law firm



expanded and, by the time The Agnes Flood ravaged Wilkes-
Barre City and much of Luzerne County in June of 1972, it
became clear that Don’s interest in and expertise in local
government, industrial development and municipal finance
would be in great demand.

Perhaps Don’s most noteworthy success in the law was his
representation of the Wilkes-Barre Redevelopment
Authority which, literally, brought a devastated city (the
Luzerne County seat) back to life. His contributions and
talents were recognized throughout the region and, during
the ensuing years, not only did he represent other Wilkes-
Barre City entities (the Parking Authority and the W-B
Industrial Development Authority), but, also, numerous
other communities for which Don served as Solicitor,
including the Nanticoke Redevelopment Authority, Harveys
Lake Sanitary Authority and Jackson & Conyngham
Township Sewer Authorities. Don would readily credit his
law partner, Charles Shaffer, as the primary lead on complex
litigation for these entities.

Don used his taxation and tax-free bond financing
expertise to become a charter member of the prestigious
National Association of Bond Lawyers. He was
instrumental in arranging tax-free bond financing for local
colleges: King’s, Wilkes and Misericordia; also, for the
Wyoming Valley Sanitary Authority Sewage Treatment
Facility and the Wilkes-Barre Municipal Golf Course. While
at different intervals of his career, Don enjoyed scaling back
to that of a low-key, independent practice (allowing a bit for
time for golf and tennis), his stature as certified bond counsel
allowed him to spend nearly a decade as a shareholder in the
Stevens & Lee law firm.



Don held numerous leadership positions reaching beyond
the legal profession. Notable examples include his service as
Chairman of the Greater W-B Industrial Fund, President of
the W-B Chamber of Commerce, and President of the
Newberry Estates Homeowners Association. By any
measure, it is apparent that Don’s mindset was not only to
lead, but to give back— the latter is further evidenced by his
active participation in Bar-sponsored events and to have
volunteered for the “Wills for Heroes Program” until one
year before his passing.

As busy as he was professionally, Don always strived to
make his family life a priority. He and his beloved wife,
Sheila, were devoted parents in the lives of their three
children, Maura (Caddell), Douglas and Robert. Don
especially cherished his five grandchildren and one great-
grandchild, treasuring the moments they shared together, in
later years, at Hilton Head Island. The beautiful celebration
of Don’s life, attended by a large gathering of family and
friends, at St. Therese’s Church in Shavertown, indeed,
placed a well-earned exclamation mark on a life lived to the
fullest and with dignity. With deepest sympathy for Sheila
and all of Don’s family and deepest gratitude for those
among us who had the privilege to get to know Don and
work with him.

Hon. Thomas F. Burke, Jr. (Ret.)
Charles A. Shaffer, Esq.
Thomas P. Brennan, Esq.
Eileen A. Reilly, Esq.
Apr. 17
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The 2026
Law Day Dinner Dance

Celebrating the

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

)y @ |
X0)

ANNIVERSARY

Friday, May 15, 2026
Westmoreland Club, Wilkes-Barre, PA
Reception: 6:00 p.m. / Dinner: 7:30 p.m.

Come joirv uy
To Honor

Our 50 Year Members

Music for Dancing will be provided by the band

Picture Perfect.
Cocktail Music Provided by the Encore Duo.
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There will be Signature Cocktails,

A fun Photo Booth, Festive Decorations,
Keepsake Couple Photos taken
Photography by Andy,

And much, much more.

LAW DAY DINNER DANCE PRICES
EARLY RESERVATION PRICE FOR

MEMBERS
(MUST BE PAID BY May 4th)

W-BLLA Member (and guest price):
$100.00 per person
W-BLLA Young Lawyer (and guest price):
$80.00 per person

LATE RESERVATION PRICE FOR

MEMBERS
(May 5t"—May 8th)

W-BLLA Member (and guest price):
$165.00 per person
W-BLLA Young Lawyer (and guest price):
$125.00 per person.

PRICE OF THE EVENT FOR
NON-MEMBERS TO ATTEND:
$215.00 per person.
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To REGISTER

Go to Luzernecountybar.com

Or click on the Link in the Constant Contact
that Gail will be sending.

To pay by check: Please mail a check payable to the “Wilkes-
Barre Law and Library Association” to the W-BLLA, 200 North
River Street, Wilkes-Barre, PA 18711.

If you have any questions, please call Gail at

(570) 822-6712 or e-mail Gail at

Gail.Kopiak@luzernecounty.org

FINAL DEADLINE: May 8, 2026.

Gail has to give a final count to

the Club on May 8™
So, whatever number we give is our Dinner Count.

We can substitute one person for another, but we can’t
increase our count to the Club after this date.
Therefore, the Reservation for this event will be closed
after May 8™ and you will not be able to sign up and pay
after this date.

Apr. 17, 24; May 1

13



WILLS FOR

Attend a WFH 2-Hour FREE CLE -
Attorney Volunteers Needed for 2026.

The W-BLLA is partnering with Wilkes University and the
Pennsylvania Bar Association to hold a Wills for Heroes

program on FRIDAY, JUNE 5th.

As they did in previous years, Attorney Kevin Grebas
and Attorney Brenda Colbert, as certified Elder Law
attorneys, will serve as the reviewing attorneys for the
program.

The program on June 5™ is at the Computer Lab at the
Wilkes University Karambelas Media Center (the old
Bartikowski’s), located at 141 S Main St, Wilkes-Barre.
There is a Parking Lot to Use.

At 8:30 a.m., there will be Coffee/Danish & Check-in for
the Attorney Volunteers, followed by a FREE two-hour
training CLE program from 9:00 A.M. to 11:00 A.M. The
training program provides 1 hour of Ethics CLE Credit and
1 Hour of Substantive CLE credit for the lawyer volunteers
attending.
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The WFH Program will then be held from 11:00 a.m.
t0 4:00 P.M.

At 4:00 P.M. a group photo will be taken of all the
volunteers to be published in The Legal Register, published
on the Bar Website and on Facebook.

You do not need any experience in drafting Wills, Power
of Attorney or Living Wills. This, and how to use the PBA
software, will be covered by the two-hour training.

If you are available June 5th would like to
volunteer, please email

Joseph.Burke@Iluzernecounty.org.

PLEASE NOTE: YOU DO NOT HAVE
TO STAY FOR THE WHOLE DAY.

Just let Joe know in your email that you are
only available for a certain period of time that
day and what those hours are.

Once Joe has heard back from members, he will let the
PBA know, so that they can then create the necessary time
slot sign-up program for the public to use to sign up for the

event.
Apr. 10,17, 24
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LUZERNE COUNTY

BAR ASSOCIATION

2026 Members Directories
Have Been Printed

TOALL W-BLLA MEMBERS:

The 2026 Members Directories are ready for pick
up at the Law Library.
You can stop and pick them up at any time.

For security reasons the Directory will NOT be
posted on the Bar’s Website; however, Joe will be
sending out a Bar News e-Blast to members with

the Directory attached as a PDF.
Apr. 3, 10, 17
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. LUZERNE COUNTY
.. BAR ASSOCIATION _

April Quarterly Meeting

Lunch at Noon/Meeting at 12:30 P.M.

Tuesday, April 28, 2026.
At the Westmoreland Club

To REGISTER

Go to L uzernecountybar.com
Or click on the Link in the Constant Contact that
Gail will be sending.

Cost:
W-BLLA Members: $18.00

W-BLLA YLD/Student Members: $15.00
Student Members are always welcome to attend.

17



To pay by check: Please mail a check payable to the

“Wilkes-Barre Law and Library Assn.” tothe
Law Library at W-BLLA, Room 23, 200 North River Street,
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18711.

Included on the Agenda
Is the VVote on the Proposed Bylaws
that have been advertised.

Also, there will be an update on
the Low Bono/Pro Bono Family Law
Custody Program and
a Family Law Practice Case Update CLE
that is being planned. There will also be a
sign-up sheet at the Quarterly for Lawyers
to volunteer to participate in the program.

If you have any questions, please call Gail at
(570) 822-6712 or e-mail Gail at

Gail.Kopiak@Iluzernecounty.org.
Apr. 3,10, 17
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A Memorial Committee
Being Formed to
Honor Attorney Brion W. Kelley.

Brion W. Kelley, Esquire

It is with further great sadness that we just
learned of the passing of Attorney Brion W.

Kelley.

Anyone wishing to serve on Brion’s Memorial
Committee, please e-mail Joe Burke at

Joseph.Burke@Iluzernecounty.org
Apr. 3, 10, 17
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Associate Attorney Job Listing

The Banta Law Group | Dallas, PA
Join a Voted “Best Attorney”

The Banta Law Group is seeking an experienced
Associate Attorney to join our growing practice in
Dallas, Pennsylvania.

We’re a business-focused law firm serving
entrepreneurs, real estate investors, professionals,
and growing companies. Our firm has been
recognized as a Voted Best Attorney in the region,
and we are continuing to expand strategically.

If you’re looking for more than just a job — and
want to build something meaningful within a
respected, forward-moving firm — we would like to
meet you.

What We’re Looking For

e Minimum of 3 years of legal experience
e Licensed and in good standing in
Pennsylvania
e Resides in or willing to relocate to
Northeastern Pennsylvania.
e Strong proficiency in at least one of the
following:
o Corporate/Business Law
0 Real Estate Law

20



o Estate Planning
o Contract Law

Civil litigation experience is welcome but not
required.

We value attorneys who are strategic thinkers and
strong communicators.

What We Offer

e Competitive salary: $80,000 - $120,000,
based on experience

e Performance-based bonus structure

e Clear partnership track for the right
candidate

o Full-time, in-office position with potential
hybrid flexibility

e Direct collaboration with firm leadership

e A professional, growth-oriented
environment focused on excellence

We are building for the long term, and we are
looking for someone who sees themselves as part
of that future.

Interested?

Please e-mail your resume to:
bill@bantalawgroup.com

Apr. 3,10, 17, 24
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Mediation & Arbitration
Thomas B. Helbig, Esq.

* PA Chapter Member, National
Academy of Distinguished Neutrals
(NADN) - Only peer review selected
NADN mediator/arbitrator in
Northeastern PA

* Mediation Master for Lackawanna
County Mediation Program -
2008 to present

* Certified Federal Court Mediator -
MD of PA

* Conducted in excess of 1000 PI,
UM/UIM, bad faith, general and
professional liability, insurance claims,
commercial/business disputes, and
contract Mediations and Arbitrations

——— 90+% Mediation Settlement Rate ————

 1; Helblg
| Mediation & Arbitration

305 Linden Street, Scranton, PA 18503
Phone 570.558.1430 | Fax 570.558.1432 | tbhelbig3@aol.com

Helbigmediation.com

22



LLaw Day Shabbat

Saturday, April 25, 2026
10:00 A.M.

at

Temple Israel
239 S. River St., Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702.

Co-Sponsored by the Interfaith Committee
of the Wilkes-Barre Law &
Library Association.

23



Interfaith Committee Co-Chairpersons:
Kelly Bray Snyder, Esg., and Johanna Gelb, Esq.

Law Day Shabbat Sub-Committee Co-Chairs:
David E. Schwager, Esqg. and Myer S. Messinger, Esq.

Guest Speaker is

The Honorable Daniel D. McCaffrey,
of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania.

A Reception,
sponsored by the W-BLLA,
will immediately follow the Service.
A RSVP is not necessary to attend
the Service or Reception.
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The Honorable Daniel D. McCaffrey

Justice Daniel D. McCaffery is the proud son of
Irish immigrant parents Seamus and Margaret
McCaffery from Belfast, Northern Ireland.
McCaffery was born and raised in Philadelphia
and graduated from Father Judge High School.
Upon graduation, he joined the United States
Army, and served with the First Cavalry Division
in Fort Hood, Texas as a cavalry scout. McCaffery
was selected to attend the prestigious United
States Military Academy at West Point
Preparatory School. He received an Honorable
Discharge and served three years with the Army
Reserve, 304th Civil Affairs Unit. McCaffery
attended Temple University, receiving his B.A. in
1988 and Temple School of Law, receiving his
J.D. in 1991.

Justice McCaffery served as an Assistant
District Attorney in the Major Trials Unit of the
Philadelphia District Attorney's Office from 1991
to 1997. He joined Freidman, Schuman, P.C. in
Montgomery County, PA in 1997. He became a
partner in 2000 and eventually chaired the firm's
commercial litigation department and served on
its management committee.

Justice McCaffery was elected to the
Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas in 2013 and

25



assigned to the Major Trials Unit of the Criminal
Division, presiding over several hundred jury
trials, thousands of bench trials, and pre- and post-
trial motions. He was elected to the Pennsylvania
Superior Court in 2019 and elected to the
Pennsylvania  Supreme  Court in 2023.
Additionally, Justice McCaffery was appointed to
serve on the Pennsylvania Court of Judicial
Discipline, the body responsible for enforcing
judicial ethics and discipline on all judicial
officers in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

Justice McCaffery remains actively involved in
civic and community affairs including serving as
board member to Self Help Drug and Alcohol
Rehabilitation, Inc., and volunteer to the Father
Judge Board of Advisors and Coach of the Father
Judge High School Rugby team. He is the proud
father of two daughters: Madison Jenkins and
Mairead McCaffery.

Mar. 13—Apr. 17
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Enter to Win a
$15,000 Law School Scholarship

The Wilkes-Barre Law & Library Association through The
LUZERNE FOUNDATION is providing a $15,000.00 scholarship,
which will be given toalucky future law ver who will be entering

law school in the Fall of 2026]

- Must be entering law school in

- Must have a fixed or permanent residency (domicile) in Luzerne
County that is greater than 5 years.

l'o Apply:

- Download theapplication formonline from the Bar website

at Luzernecountybar.com |

- Complete all fields on application form, and write a 500-word
essay and submit them with the other required items to the
Wilkes-Barre Law & Library Assn. Law School Scholarship.

Al may not be used to write the essay in any form. If it is, the applicant will be disqualified.
email to:  Gail Kopiak, W-BLLA Deputy Executive Director, at

Gail.Kopiak@luzernecounty.org

- MUST BE RECEIVED BY IMAY 1, 2026.

Mar. 27; Apr. 3, 10, 17
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THE LUZERNE LEGAL REGISTER

DECEDENTS’ ESTATES

Notice is hereby given that
letters testamentary or of admini-
stration have been granted in the
following estates. All persons in-
debted to said estates are requi-
red to make payment and those
having claims or demands to
present the same without delay
to the administrators or executors
named or their attorneys

FIRST PUBLICATION

ESTATE OF NANCY ANN BAIERA
a/k/a Nancy Baiera, late of
Pittston (died January 4, 2026),
Gary Baiera, Executor; Saporito,
Falcone & Watt, 48 South Main
Street, Pittston, PA 18640

ESTATE OF NELSON W. BERGER,
late of Sugarloaf Township (died
February 17, 2026), Nelson J.
Berger, Executor; Stephen B.
Killian, Esquire, 575 Pierce Street,
Suite 303, Kingston, PA 18704

ESTATE OF JOAN A. BOVE a/k/a
Joan Ann Bove, late of Hazleton
(died April 27, 2025), Robert J.
Bove, Jr., Executor; Kristen L.
Behrens, Esquire, Dilworth Paxson
LLP, 1650 Market St., #1200,
Philadelphia, PA 19103

ESTATE OF ROBERT J. BOVE, SR.
a/k/a Robert J. Bove, late of Ha-
zleton (died April 8, 2013), Robert
J. Bove, Jr., Executor; Kristen L.
Behrens, Esquire, Dilworth Paxson
LLP, 1650 Market St., #1200,
Philadelphia, PA 19103

ESTATE OF ROBERT V. DALESSAN-
DRO, SR., late of Plymouth (died
November 8, 2025), Cynthia Lee
Dalessandro, Administratrix; Da-
vid E. Schwager, Esquire, 183
Market Street, Suite 100, Kings-
ton, PA 18704-5444

29

ESTATE OF RICHARD J. EMMERT,
late of Harvey’s Lake (died January
16, 2026), Lisa Ann Krzywicki,
Executrix; Robert J. Boyer, Es-
quire, 126 S. Main Street, Pittston,
PA 18640

ESTATE OF THOMAS E. FREY a/k/a
Thomas Eugene Frey, late of Ne-
scopeck (died July 18, 2018),
Terri J. Frey, Administratrix; Rob-
ert A. Bull, Esquire, Law Offices of
Bull & Bull, LLC, 106 Market
Street, Berwick, PA 18603

ESTATE OF IRENE CHARLOTTE KO-
SHINSKI a/k/a Irene C. Koshinski
a/k/a Irene C. Wojcik, late of
Forty Fort (died September 7,
2025), Valerie Aiello, 44 Sara
Drive, Shavertown PA 18708, Ex-
ecutrix

ESTATE OF JOSEPH NORMAN LAR-
ISH a/k/a Joseph N. Larish, late
of Mocanaqua (died November 17,
2025), Bradley Allan Larish, Ad-
ministrator; Girard J. Mecadon,
Esquire, 363 Laurel Street, Pitts-
ton, PA 18640-1719

ESTATE OF BRIAN LEGINS a/k/a
Brian John Legins, late of Nanti-
coke (died November 27, 2025),
Duane Legins, Administrator;
Stacey F. Acri, Esquire, Stein-
bacher, Goodall & Yurchak, 273
E. Northampton Street, Wilkes-
Barre, PA 18702

ESTATE OF THELMA MARGUERITE
LOPER a/k/a Thelma M. Loper,
late of Plains Township (died
January 13, 2026), Denise Ann
Eimers, Executrix; Sean M. Mc-
Nealis, Esquire, 5929 Main Road,
Hunlock Creek, PA 18621

ESTATE OF JEAN A. MURMAN, late
of Hughestown (died August 4,
2025), David Murman, Executor;
Robert J. Boyer, Esquire, 126 S.
Main Street, Pittston, PA 18640



THE LUZERNE LEGAL REGISTER

ESTATE OF PATRICIA A. NAVIN, late
of Harveys Lake Borough (died May
1,2025), Christopher D. Navin and
Matthew L. Navin, Co-Executors;
Sean M. McNealis, Esquire, 5929
Main Road, Hunlock Creek, PA
18621

ESTATE OF CHERYL LYNN POST, late
of Dallas (died December 8, 2025),
Jennifer Bebo, Administratrix;
Bernard Walter, Esquire, 1674
North Memorial Highway, Shaver-
town, PA 18708

ESTATE OF JANE E. RADISHOFSKI
a/k/a Jane Radishofski, late of
Hazleton (died February 14, 2026),
Amy Lawrence and Hailey Karpo-
wich, Co-Executrixes; David W.
Saba, Esquire, 345 Market St.,
Kingston, PA 18704

ESTATE OF JOHN A. RETTZO, late of
Hazleton (died November 2, 2021),
Danielle Agresta, Administratrix;
Bernard Walter, Esquire, 1674
North Memorial Highway, Shaver-
town, PA 18708

ESTATE OF CAROLE L. RISH a/k/a
Carole Lorraine Rish, late of Union
Township (died December 15,
2025), Lisa J. Moyer, Executrix;
Sean M. McNealis, Esquire, 5929
Main Road, Hunlock Creek, PA
18621

ESTATE JOSEPH RUSSICK, late of
Duryea (died October 24, 2017),
Joseph Ronald Russick and Paul
Michael Russick, Administrators;
Kristen L. Behrens, Esquire, Dil-
worth Paxson LLP, 1650 Market
St., #1200, Philadelphia, PA 19103

ESTATE OF FRANCES A. SABA a/k/a
Frances Ann Saba, late of Wilkes-
Barre (died March 20, 2026), Adam
Michaels, Executor; David W.
Saba, Esquire, 345 Market St.,
Kingston, PA 18704

30

ESTATE OF ROBERT P. SHIVY a/k/a
Robert Shivy, late of Lehman
Township (died September 14,
2025), David A. Kovalchik, Admin-
istrator, C.T.A.; Sean M. McNealis,
Esquire, 5929 Main Road, Hunlock
Creek, PA 18621

ESTATE OF JAMES W. SMITH, late
of Pittston (died December 18,
2025), Richard Clifford Belmont,
Executor; Patrick J. Aregood,
Esquire, 1218 South Main St.,
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18706

ESTATE OF SHIRLEY SWEET a/k/a
Shirley A. Sweet, late of Hazle Twp.
(died April 26, 2025), Denise Mc-
Cleery, Administratrix; John P.
Rodgers, Esquire, 1170 Hwy. 315,
Suite 1, Plains, PA 18702

ESTATE OF KENNETH G. VITAL, late
of Hanover Twp (died January 30,
2026), Tina Zannetti, Executrix;
Patrick J. Aregood, Esquire, 1218
South Main St., Wilkes-Barre, PA
18706

ESTATE OF IRENE A. VOLVONAS
a/k/a Irene Volvonas, late of
Pittston City (died April 21, 2023),
Robin O’Brien, Executrix; Girard
J. Mecadon, Esquire, 363 Laurel
Street, Pittston, PA 18640-1719

SECOND PUBLICATION

ESTATE OF CHARLOTTE ANN ALB-
ERTSON a/k/a Charlotte Sutula
Albertson, late of Harveys Lake
(died February 15, 2026), Ann
Michelle Albertson and Mary-
Kristin Keifer, Co-Executors; Hou-
rigan, Kluger & Quinn, P.C., 600
Third Avenue, Kingston, PA 18704

ESTATE OF JOSEPH BEKANICH, late
of Exeter (died November 22,
2024), Samuel A. Falcone, Jr.,
Esquire, Administrator; Samuel A.
Falcone, Esquire, 900 Rutter Av-
enue, Suite 24, Forty Fort, PA
18704
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ESTATE OF AUDREY E. DYMOND
a/k/a Audrey Dymond, late of
Butler Township (died February 5,
2026), Brenda Kline, Executrix;
Joseph R. Baranko, Jr., Esquire,
Slusser Law Firm, 1620 North
Church Street, Suite 1, Hazleton,
PA 18202

ESTATE OF JOHN E. FRANEK a/k/a
John Franek, Jr., late of Freeland
(died January 28, 2026), Joan Wil-
liams and John Franek III, Execu-
tors; Joseph R. Baranko, Jr., Es-
quire, Slusser Law Firm, 1620
North Church Street, Suite 1,
Hazleton, PA 18202

ESTATE OF RALPH J. FROST, 1], late
of Bear Creek Township (died Feb-
ruary 25, 2026), Ralph J. Frost III,
Executor; Bernard Walter, Es-
quire, 1674 North Memorial High-
way, Shavertown, PA 18708

ESTATE OF JOAN J. GLUSHEFSKI,
late of Hanover Township (died
March 7, 2026), Karen A. Alberola,
Executrix; Comitz Law Firm, LLC,
Jannell L. Dudick, Esquire, 82 S.
Washington St., Wilkes-Barre, PA
18701

ESTATE OF ANNA M. OLESKI a/k/a
Anna Oleski a/k/a Anna Olesky,
late of Wyoming (died March 2,
2026), Margaret Gentile, Execu-
trix; Hourigan, Kluger & Quinn
P.C., 600 Third Avenue, Kingston,
PA 18704

ESTATE OF MICHAEL F. PHILLIPS,
late of Wilkes-Barre (died August
7, 2025), Robert T. Phillips, Ex-
ecutor; Rodney L. Kaiser, Esquire,
41 Nuangola Ave., Mountain Top,
PA 18707

ESTATE OF CHERYL LYNN POST, late
of Dallas (died December 8, 2025),
Jennifer Bebo, Administratrix;
Bernard Walter, Esquire, 1674
North Memorial Highway, Shaver-
town, PA 18708
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ESTATE OF ERIC R. SINCLAIR, late
of Dorrance Township (died Janu-
ary 19, 2026), Gracie Jane Sinclair
and Isabella Rebecca Sinclair,
Administratrices; Joseph R. Ba-
ranko, Jr., Esquire, Slusser Law
Firm, 1620 North Church Street,
Suite 1, Hazleton, PA 18202

ESTATE OF BOBBY SWEITZER, late
of West Wyoming (died March 7,
2026), Bobby Sweitzer, 2 Laird St.,
Pittston, PA 18640, Administrator

ESTATE OF DEBORAH G. TIRICO
a/k/a Deborah Tirico, late of White
Haven (died February 11, 2026),
Francesca Tirico, Executor; Kre-
isher, Marshall & Associates, LLC,
401 South Market St., Blooms-
burg, PA 17815

ESTATE OF GERARD JOHN WEIH-
BRECHT, SR. a/k/a Gerard J.
Weihbrecht, Sr., late of Swoyers-
ville (died January 18, 2026),
Karen Shedlock, Executrix; Carl E.
Frank, Esquire, Farrell & Frank, 8
West Market Street, Suite 1110,
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18701-1801

ESTATE OF KIMBERLY A. YANKOV-
ICH a/k/a Kimberly Yankovich,
late of Swoyersville (died November
24, 2025), Melissa Yankovich,
Executrix; Samuel A. Falcone,
Esquire, 900 Rutter Avenue, Suite
24, Forty Fort, PA 18704

THIRD PUBLICATION

ESTATE OF ANGELA B. ACIERNO,
late of Hughestown (died January
28, 2026), Vincent Acierno, Execu-
tor; John M. Price, Oliver, Price &
Rhodes, LLP, 1212 South Abington
Road, Clarks Summit, PA 18411

ESTATE OF ROSE M. BASISTA a/k/a
Rose Basista, late of Hazleton (died
December 17, 2025), Lisa Grey-
bosh, Executrix; Charles A. De-
Cosmo, Esquire, Skokoski & De-
Cosmo, P.C., 165 Susquehanna
Boulevard, West Hazleton, PA
18202
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ESTATE OF GEORGE BLANER, JR.
a/k/a George Blaner, II a/k/a
George Blanner, late of Butler
Township (died February 15,
2026), Jeanine M. Blaner, Execu-
trix; The Seach Law Offices, 466
State Route 93, Sugarloaf, PA
18249

ESTATE OF THERESA DENAR a/k/a
Theresa A. Denar, late of Hazle
Township (died April 17, 2025),
Anna Marie Bridges, Administra-
trix; Charles A. DeCosmo, Esquire,
Skokoski & DeCosmo, P.C., 165
Susquehanna Boulevard, West
Hazleton, PA 18202

ESTATE OF LAWRENCE A. GIAN-
NOTT, late of Hazleton (died Octo-
ber 29, 2025), Lisamarie Giannott,
Executrix; Louis J. Mattioli, III,
Esquire, 4285 Hollywood Blvd.,
Hazle Township, PA 18202

ESTATE OF RANDALL R. HILL a/k/a
Randall Ray Hill, late of West Ha-
zleton (died February 12, 2026),
Stacy L. Chupela and Stephanie K.
Filbert, Executrices; Frank J.
Skokoski, Esquire, Skokoski &
DeCosmo, P.C., 165 Susquehanna
Boulevard, West Hazleton, PA
18202

ESTATE OF ELIZABETH PETORAK,
late of Dallas Twp. (died August 1,
2025), Gregory Petorak & Paula
Yuchnievicz, Executors; Robert T.
Kelly, Jr., Esquire, 425 Biden St.,
#200, Scranton, PA 18503

ESTATE OF KAREN F. RAPACH a/k/a
Karen Rapach, late of Hazleton
(died February 20, 2026), John E.
Rapach, Executor; David W. Saba,
Esquire, 345 Market St., Kingston,
PA 18704

ESTATE OF JAMES RAYMOND REH,
SR. a/k/a James R. Reh, late of
Wilkes-Barre Township (died
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January 1, 2026), Megan Wick-
kiser, Executrix; Patrick J. Are-
good, Esquire, 1218 South Main
St., Wilkes-Barre, PA 18706

ESTATE OF THOMAS L. TINNER, late
of Plymouth (died January 4,
2026), Colleen Zupko, Executrix;
Bregman & Lantz, LLC, 1205
Wyoming Ave., Forty Fort, PA
18704

ESTATE OF CHRISTOPHER TOKAR,
late of Drums (died February 17,
2026), Barbara Tokar, Executrix;
Donald G. Karpowich, Esquire, 85
Drasher Road, Drums, PA 18222

ESTATE OF RICHARD W. ZANOLINE,
late of Sugarloaf (died March 13,
2026), Shari E. Florida, Executor;
James A. Schneider, Esquire, Wil-
liam J. Schneider, Esquire, 439
West Broad Street, Hazleton, PA
18201-6106

NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that on March 11, 2026, the Pe-
tition of Samantha Michelle
Wade and Robert John Viteritti,
on behalf of Grayson Anthony
Wade, was filed in the Court of
Common Pleas of Luzerne Coun-
ty, No. 01708 of 2026, praying
for a Decree to change his name
to Grayson Anthony Viteritti. The
Court has fixed May 15, 2026, at
9:00 a.m., in Courtroom TBD, at
the Luzerne County Courthouse,
200 North River Street, Wilkes-
Barre, Pennsylvania 18711, as
the time and place for the hearing
on said Petition, when and where
all interested may appear and
show cause why the prayer of the
said Petitioner should not be
granted.

Apr. 17
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON
PLEAS OF LUZERNE COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA

NO. 202604269
EMINENT DOMAIN
PROCEEDING IN REM

IN RE: CONDEMNATION BY
THE COMMONWEALTH OF
PENNSYLVANIA, DEPARTMENT
OF TRANSPORTATION, OF THE
RIGHT-OF-WAY FOR STATE
ROUTE 0309, SECTION 357
& 358 IN THE TOWNSHIP OF
KINGSTON AND BOROUGH
OF COURTDALE

NOTICE OF CONDEMNATION
AND DEPOSIT OF ESTIMATED
JUST COMPENSATION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania, by the Secretary of
Transportation, whose address
is the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania, Department of Trans-
portation, Office of Chief Coun-
sel, Real Property Division,
Commonwealth Keystone Build-
ing, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
17120, pursuant to the provi-
sions of Section 2003(e) of the
Administrative Code of 1929, P.L.
177,71 P.S. 513(e), as amended,
has filed on April 10, 2026, a
Declaration of Taking to the
above term and number, con-
demning the property shown on
the plans of the parcels listed on
the Schedule of Property Con-
demned which have been re-
corded in the Recorder’s Office of
the above county at the places
indicated on the said schedule.
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The name(s) of the owner(s) of the
property interest(s) condemned
is (are) also shown on the afore-
said Schedule. The Secretary of
Transportation, on behalf of
himself and the Governor has
approved the within condemna-
tion by signing on February 26,
2025 a plan entitled Drawings
Authorizing Acquisition of Right-
of-Way for State Route 0309
Section 357 & 358 R/W in Lu-
zerne County, a copy of which
plan was recorded in the Re-
corder’s Office of the aforesaid
county on April 23, 2025, in Map
Book 436, Page 55, and re-
authorizing said plan by signing
on March 25, 2026, a copy of
which re-authorized plan was
recorded in the Recorder’s Office
of the aforesaid county on March
31, 2026, in Map Book 454, Page
37.

The purpose of the condemna-
tion is to acquire property for
transportation purposes.

Plans showing the property
condemned from the parcels
listed on the Schedule of Prop-
erty Condemned have been re-
corded in the aforesaid Record-
er’s Office at the places indicated
on the Schedule, where they are
available for inspection. The
Property Interest thereby con-
demned is designated on the
Declaration of Taking heretofore
filed. The Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania is not required to
post security, inasmuch as it has
the power of taxation.

Because the identity or the
whereabouts of the condemee(s)
listed below is (are) unknown or
for other reasons he (they) cannot



THE LUZERNE LEGAL REGISTER

be served, this notice is hereby
published in accordance with
Section 305(b) of the Eminent
Domain Code (26 Pa.C.S. §305(b)).

Claim No., Parcel No., Name,
Address

4001065000, 4, Northeastern
Pennsylvania Newspaper Distrib-
uting Company, Inc., Richard
Slaff, President d/b/a H&R Haul-
ing, 102 Memorial Hwy., Shaver-
town, PA 18708-7710.

4001065002, NEPA Auto
Rentals LLC (Tenant), Ali F.
Paris-Hasan, Member, 102 Me-
morial Hwy., Shavertown, PA
18708-7710.

4001065003, Richard Slaff
(Tenant), 102 Memorial Hwy.,
Shavertown, PA 18708-7710.

4001065004, Stark Holdings,
Inc. (Tenant) Richard Slaff, Pres-
ident, 102 Memorial Hwy.,
Shavertown, PA 18708-7710.

4001065006, Donovan Davis
(Tenant), 340 N. Main St.,
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702-4410.

4001065007, TurboFix Trad-
ing & Contracting LLC, (Tenant)

Talal Arabi Katbi, Member,
102 Memorial Hwy., Shavertown,
PA 18708-7710.

4001065008, Paul Smith
(Tenant), 221 Beade St., Plym-
outh, PA 18651-3014.

4001065009, Robert Finlay
(Tenant), 22 Shrine Vw., Dallas,
PA 18612-9213.

4001065010, Jeffrey N. Woy-
towich (Tenant), 1120 Highway
315 Blvd., Wilkes-Barre, PA
18702-6943.

4001065011, Charles Plum-
mer (Tenant), 135 Hill St.,
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702-4925.
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The power or right of the Sec-
retary of Transportation of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
to appropriate the property con-
demned, the procedure followed
by the Secretary of Transporta-
tion or the Declaration of Taking
may be challenged by filing pre-
liminary objections within thirty
(30) days of the date of this no-
tice.

FURTHERMORE, NOTICE IS
GIVEN THAT the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania, Department of
Transportation, pursuant to Sec-
tion 522 of the Eminent Domain
Code (26 Pa.C.S. §522), will, at
the end of the above-referenced
thirty (30) day time period within
which to file preliminary objec-
tions to the Declaration of Tak-
ing, present a petition to the
Court of Common Pleas of the
above county to deposit into
court the just compensation es-
timated by the Commonwealth to
be due all parties in interest for
damages sustained as the result
of the condemnation of the prop-
erty herein involved.

The petition to deposit esti-
mated just compensation may
not be presented to the court if
the owner(s) of the property
herein involved inform the Dis-
trict Right-of-Way Administrator
of the District noted below of
their existence and/or where-
abouts prior to the expiration of
the noted period. After estimated
just compensation has been de-
posited into court, the said mon-
ies may be withdrawn by the
persons entitled thereto only
upon petition to the court. If no
petition is presented within a
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period of six years of the date of
payment into court, the court
shall order the fund or any bal-
ance remaining to be paid to the
Commonwealth without escheat.

Ralph Del Rosso

District Right-of-Way

Administrator

Engineering District 4-0

Pennsylvania Department

of Transportation

Apr. 17

IN THE COURT OF COMMON
PLEAS OF LUZERNE COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA

NO. 202604270 TERM,
EMINENT DOMAIN
PROCEEDING IN REM

IN RE: CONDEMNATION BY
THE COMMONWEALTH OF
PENNSYLVANIA, DEPARTMENT
OF TRANSPORTATION, OF THE
RIGHT-OF-WAY FOR STATE
ROUTE 1002, SECTION 365
IN THE BOROUGH OF
COURTDALE AND LUZERNE

NOTICE OF CONDEMNATION
AND DEPOSIT OF ESTIMATED
JUST COMPENSATION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania, by the Secretary of
Transportation, whose address
is the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania, Department of Trans-
portation, Office of Chief Coun-
sel, Real Property Division,
Commonwealth Keystone Build-
ing, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
17120, pursuant to the provi-
sions of Section 2003(e) of the
Administrative Code of 1929, P.L.
177,71 P.S. 513(e), as amended,
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has filed on 4/10/26 a Declara-
tion of Taking to the above term
and number, condemning the
property shown on the plans of
the parcels listed on the Sched-
ule of Property Condemned
which have been recorded in the
Recorder’s Office of the above
county at the places indicated on
the said schedule. The name(s)
of the owner(s) of the property
interest(s) condemned is (are)
also shown on the aforesaid
Schedule. The Secretary of
Transportation, on behalf of him-
self/herself and the Governor
has approved the within condem-
nation by signing on May 6, 2025
a plan entitled Drawings Autho-
rizing Acquisition of Right-of-
Way for State Route 1002 Section
365 R/W and State Route 1013
Section 365 R/W and State Route
8039 (Ramp B) Section 365 R/W,
a copy of which plan was record-
ed in the Recorder’s Office of the
aforesaid county on January 20,
2026, in Instrument #202603524.

The purpose of the condemna-
tion is to acquire property for
transportation purposes.

Plans showing the property
condemned from the parcels
listed on the Schedule of Prop-
erty Condemned have been re-
corded in the aforesaid Record-
er’s Office at the places indicated
on the Schedule, where they are
available for inspection. The
Property Interest thereby con-
demned is designated on the
Declaration of Taking heretofore
filed. The Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania is not required to
post security, inasmuch as it has
the power of taxation.
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Because the identity or the
whereabouts of the condemee(s)
listed below is (are) unknown or
for other reasons he (they) cannot
be served, this notice is hereby
published in accordance with
Section 305(b) of the Eminent
Domain Code (26 Pa.C.S.
§305(b)).

Claim No., Parcel No., Name,
Address.

4001052000, 24, Patrick J.
Connolly & Michael S. Connolly,
Estate of John A. Connolly, Jr.,
Estate of Timothy J. Connolly,
481 Union St, Luzerne, PA
18709-1215, 259 Dana St, Swoy-
ersville, PA 18704-2909, & 1999
Lakeside Dr., Harveys Lake, PA
18618-3217.

4001054000, 27, Timothy J.
Connolly, Patrick Connolly and
Michael S. Connolly, as Tenants
in Co-Partnership trading as
Connolly Realty Company and
Connolly Enterprises, Pennsyl-
vania, General Partnerships, 481
Union St, Luzerne, PA 18709-
1215.

4001082000, 36, Unknown
Owner, Address unknown and
undeterminable after a diligent
search.

The power or right of the Sec-
retary of Transportation of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
to appropriate the property con-
demned, the procedure followed
by the Secretary of Transporta-
tion or the Declaration of Taking
may be challenged by filing pre-
liminary objections within thirty
(30) days of the date of this no-
tice.

FURTHERMORE, NOTICE IS
GIVEN THAT the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania, Department of
Transportation, pursuant to Sec-
tion 522 of the Eminent Domain

Code (26 Pa.C.S. §522), will, at
the end of the above-referenced
thirty (30) day time period within
which to file preliminary objec-
tions to the Declaration of Tak-
ing, present a petition to the
Court of Common Pleas of the
above county to deposit into
court the just compensation es-
timated by the Commonwealth to
be due all parties in interest for
damages sustained as the result
of the condemnation of the prop-
erty herein involved.

The petition to deposit esti-
mated just compensation may
not be presented to the court if
the owner(s) of the property
herein involved inform the Dis-
trict Right-of-Way Administrator
of the District noted below of
their existence and/or where-
abouts prior to the expiration of
the noted period. After estimated
just compensation has been de-
posited into court, the said mon-
ies may be withdrawn by the
persons entitled thereto only
upon petition to the court. If no
petition is presented within a
period of six years of the date of
payment into court, the court
shall order the fund or any bal-
ance remaining to be paid to the
Commonwealth without escheat.

Ralph Del Rosso

/s/Ralph Del Rosso

District Right-of-Way

Administrator

Engineering District 4-0

Pennsylvania Department

of Transportation

Apr. 17

IN RE PETITION OF
OAKLEAF PORTFOLIO, LLC

A Petition for involuntary
transfer of vehicle has been filed
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in the Luzerne County Prothono-
tary’s Office, case number 2026-
004099. A hearing has been
scheduled for June 8, 2026 at
1:00 pm at the Luzerne County
Court House, third floor, to
transfer the vehicle ownership for
an Skyline Corporation Mobile
Home, Model Hampshire and
Manufacturer Serial Number 70
(14) 3CBK2F&R1 2211-1139-V,
situated at Lot 26, of the Country
Pine Estates Mobile Home Park,
Route 309 Dallas, Pennsylvania.
Civil action 2026-04099.

Apr. 17

IN RE PETITION OF
OAKLEAF PORTFOLIO, LLC

A Petition for involuntary
transfer of vehicle has been filed
in the Luzerne County Prothono-
tary’s Office, case number 2026-
004101. A hearing has been
scheduled for June 8, 2026 at
1:00 pm at the Luzerne County
Court House, third floor, to
transfer the vehicle ownership for
an 1982 Burlington Homes,
Model CMF-80-PO and Manufac-
turer Serial Number 5569, Bur-
lington II #7218A1, situated at
Lot 11, of the Dallas Mobile Home
Park, Route 309 Dallas, Pennsyl-
vania. Civil action 2026-04101

Apr. 17

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that, pursuant to the provisions
of Section 311 of Act Number
1982-295, 54 PA.C.S. Section
301, et seq., UMH PA Corp. filed
on March 13, 2026 in the Office
of the Secretary of the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania, a Ficti-

tious Name Registration to do
business under the assumed or
fictitious name of:
HARMONY GARDENS AT
WESLEY VILLAGE
Said business is to be con-
ducted at: 209 Roberts Road,
Pittston, Pennsylvania 18640.
MARSH & ASSOCIATES,
LLC
140 Maffet Street
Plains, PA 18705
(570) 826-1810
Apr. 17

NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the fictitious name registra-
tion has been filed with the Penn-
sylvania Department of State,
Bureau of Corporations and
Charitable Organizations, for the
conduct of business under the
fictitious name:

PARA LOGISTICS GROUP
with its principal place of busi-
ness at: 1111 Chestnut St., Nan-
ticoke, PA 18634. The name and
address of the entity interested
in the business is Klepacz Logis-
tical Contractor’s, LLC.

Apr. 17

IN THE COURT OF COMMON
PLEAS LUZERNE COUNTY
CIVIL ACTION—LAW

JURY TRIAL DEMANDED

NO. 2026-02474

DAVID MIKA
Plaintiff
V.
DAVID LASKOWSKI
Defendant
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NOTICE

TO: DAVID LASKOWSKI
NATURE OF INCIDENT: MVA
DATE OF INCIDENT: Novem-

ber 26, 2024.

IF YOU WISH TO DEFEND
YOU MUST ENTER A WRITTEN
APPERANCE PERSONALLY OR
BY AN ATTORNEY AND FILE
YOUR DEFENSES OR OBJEC-
TIONS IN WRITING WITH THE
COURT. YOU ARE WARNED
THAT IF YOU FAIL TO DO SO
THE CASE MAY PROCEED
WITHOUT YOU AND A JUDG-
MENT MAY BE ENTERED
AGAINST YOU WITHOUT FUR-
THER NOTICE FOR THE RELIEF
REQUESTED BY THE PLAIN-
TIFF. YOU MAY LOSE MONEY
OR PROPERTY OR RIGHTS IM-
PORTANT TO YOU.

YOU SHOULD TAKE THIS
NOTICE TO YOUR LAWYER AT
ONCE. IF YOU DO NOT HAVE A
LAWYER OR CANNOT AFFORD
ONE, GO TO OR TELEPHONE
THE OFFICE SET FORTH BE-
FOW TO FIND OUT WHERE YOU
CAN GET LEGAL HELP.

North Penn Legal Services, Inc.
33 N. Main Street
Suite 200
Pittston, PA 18640
(570) 299-4100

_or -

101 West Broad Street

Suite 713

Hazleton, PA 18201

(570) 455-9512

_or -

559 Main Street

Suite 200

Bethlehem, PA 18018

(610) 317-8757

AARON S. DECKER,

ESQUIRE

Identification No.: 80653

ANZALONE & DOYLE

TRIAL LAWYERS

Attorneys for the Plaintiff
98 South Franklin Street
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18701
(570) 825-2719

Apr. 17

FICTITIOUS NAME
REGISTRATION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that a Registration of Fictitious
Name was filed in the Depart-
ment of State of the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania on April
7, 2026, for:

BLACK CORAL HOLDINGS
with a principal place of business
located at 51 Reserve Dr., Drums,
PA 18222-2077 in Luzerne Coun-
ty. The individual interested in
this business is Edward Kulesa,
also located at 51 Reserve Dr.,
Drums, PA 18222-2077. This is
filed in compliance with 54
Pa.C.S. 311.

Apr. 17

NOTICE

KEYSTONE SEALANTS INC
has been incorporated under the
provisions of the Pennsylvania
Nonprofit Corporation Law of
1988, as amended.

Apr. 17
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To W-BLLA Members:

Anyone having Bar News, such as receiving an award or
recognition or being appointed to a position and would like
The Legal Register to mention it as Bar News, please contact
Gail by e-mail at Gail. Kopiak@luzernecounty.org or call
The Law Library at (570) 822-6712.
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