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HOLIDAY HOURS 
             The Register & Bar Offices     
                              will be 

CLOSED 
 

Wednesday, December 24th, 
Thursday, December 25th, 

Friday, December 26th,  
Wednesday, December 31st, 

Thursday, January 1st. 
Friday, January 2nd 

 

Dec. 5 - 19 Dec. 5, 12, 19
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LEGAL REGISTER EARLY DEADLINES 

FOR THE HOLIDAYS 
 

Deadline for December 26th Issue: 
Noon—Friday, December 19th. 

Deadline for January 2nd Issue: 
Noon—Friday, December 26th. 

 
Please get all material to 

 Kristin by that time.  
 

 Dec. 5 - 19 

Dec. 5, 12, 19
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     In observance of the upcoming 
holidays, North Penn Legal 
Services will be closed on the 
following days: 
 
     Christmas: Wednesday, 
December 24th and Thursday, 
December 25th. 
 
     New Year’s: Wednesday, 
December 31st Noon Closing, and 
all-day Thursday, January 1st. 
 
 
                                                                                                                             Dec. 5 -19 

 
 Dec. 5, 12, 19
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    The PBI has      
  published as an 
   e-book, a book   
      written by   
    Attorney Dan   
      Cummins,  
 
 
 

 
Raising the Bar: A Practical Guide to 
the Practice of Law.   
 

     Dan has presented some very entertaining and highly 
informative CLE programs for our local bar association 
over the years.   

    This book compiles his articles from over the past 20 
years providing practice tips for lawyers.  So, it definitely is 
a must read.  For mor information on it, go to: 

https://www.torttalk.com/2025/11/book-published-
raising-bar-practical_01241585587.html 

                                                                              Dec. 5 - 19 
Dec. 5, 12, 19
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Dec. 5, 12, 19

    Deputy Court      
   Administrator,   
   Family  
   (Luzerne) 
 

     This position serves as the Family and Protection 
from Abuse (PFA) Court Manager for the Luzerne 
County Court of Common Pleas. The 
responsibilities include supervising the Family and 
PFA Court staff, ensuring the proper assignment of 
cases and workflow, and addressing any questions 
that may arise regarding family or PFA matters. 
Additionally, this position is responsible for the 
record retention of all court offices. 
 
This job opportunity offers a 35-hour work week 
with State benefits and retirement plans. This is a 
unique State-level position in Court administration. 
 
For more information go to: 
 
AOPC - Family Deputy Court Administrator - 
Luzerne County 
                                or 
 https://pacourts.wd5.myworkdayjobs.com/en-
US/PACourts/details/Deputy-Court-
Administrator--Family--Luzerne-_JR100198 
  
                                                                               Dec. 5 -19 
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FEE CHANGE NOTICE 
 

THE NEW PA BUDGET ADDED A $1.00 
SURCHARGE TO THE CJEA FEE COLLECTED ON 
VARIOUS DOCUMENTS. THE FEE WILL NOW 
BE $41.25 AND WAS EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY AS 
PER THE BUDGET.  

 
THE RECORDER OF DEEDS/REGISTER OF 

WILLS/CLERK OF ORPHANS COURT, 
PROTHONOTARY AND CLERK OF COURTS BEGAN 
COLLECTING THE FEE 11/17/2025.  

 
ALL DOCUMENTS THAT PREVIOUSLY HAD A 

$40.25 CJEA FEE NOW HAVE A $41.25 FEE. NEW FEE 
SCHEDULES ARE AVAILABLE ON THE OFFICES’ 
WEBSITES AND IN THE OFFICE. 
 
                                                                  Nov. 28 – Dec. 26 
        

Nov. 28—Dec. 26
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Mortgage Foreclosure 
Diversionary Program 

 
The Luzerne County Mortgage Foreclosure 

Diversionary Program mediations will be held at 
9:00 a.m.  on the Third Floor of the Luzerne 

County Courthouse, 200 N. River Street, Wilkes-
Barre, Pennsylvania. 

 
The 2026 schedule is as follows: 

 
Friday, January 16, 2026 
Friday, February 20, 2026 

Friday, March 20, 2026 
Friday, April 17, 2026 
Friday, May 15, 2026 
Friday, June 26, 2026 
Friday, July 24, 2026 

Friday, August 21, 2026 
Friday, September 18, 2026 

Friday, October 16, 2026 
Friday, November 20, 2026 
Friday, December 18, 2026 
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Consumer Debt Conciliation Program 
 

The Luzerne County Consumer Debt Conciliation 
Program will be held at 1:00 p.m. on the Third 
Floor of the Luzerne County Courthouse, 200 N. 

River Street, Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania. 
 

The 2026 schedule is as follows: 
 

Friday, January 16, 2026 
Friday, February 20, 2026 

Friday, March 20, 2026 
Friday, April 17, 2026 
Friday, May 15, 2026 
Friday, June 26, 2026 
Friday, July 24, 2026 

Friday, August 21, 2026 
Friday, September 18, 2026 

Friday, October 16, 2026 
Friday, November 20, 2026 
Friday, December 18, 2026 

 
                                                       Sept.19 – Dec. 26 

Sept. 19—Dec. 26
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                                                                     Nov. 14 – Jan. 9 Nov. 14—Jan. 9
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Wealth Management

TRUST & ESTATE 

*Not FDIC Insured | May Lose Value | Not Bank Guaranteed | Not a Bank Deposit | Not Guaranteed by 
Any Government Agency.

Lori A. Barrett, Esq.
VP, Senior Trust Officer 

570-504-2242
Lori.Barrett@fddbank.com

Helping individuals, clients, and businesses plan for their 
financial futures is what our Wealth Management Division 
does best. At Fidelity Bank, we’ve been earning the trust 
of our clients for over 121 years, and we extend the same 
level of attention and care to your clients, too. Speak with a 
Fidelity Banker to learn more.

• Trust and Estate Planning
• Financial Planning
• Comprehensive Reviews (wills, 

trusts, powers of attorney and 
health care directives)

• Personal Trustee and 
Guardianship Services

• Corporate Trustee Services (bond 
trustee and paying agent)

• Custodial Services
• Bill Paying Services
• Estate Administration 

(executorship services and agent 
for executor)

• Special Needs Trusts

Service Highlights*

1-800-388-4380

fidelity@fddbank.com www.bankatfidelity.com 

Cathy Mihalick, Esq., CTFA CRPC®
VP, Trust Officer 
570-504-2248

Cathy.Mihalick@fddbank.com



14

ATTORNEY ANNOUNCEMENT
The Belt Law Firm, PC is pleased to welcome Attorney 

David Strenfel, II to our Pittston Office. 
David Strenfel is an experienced trial attorney known for 

his dedication to his clients, his community, and the integ-
rity of the legal profession. Before focusing his practice on 
Workers’ Compensation, David spent years in the courtroom 
handling complex, high-stakes litigation—including cases 
involving serious injuries, family matters, and even homicide-
level trials. 

David may be reached at (570) 714-3343 or dstrenfel@belt-
law.com.

Dec. 12, 19, 26
——————

POSITION WANTED
Experienced attorney looking to assist your firm on a part-

time, hourly basis with research, drafting, pleadings/motions, 
etc. Leave a message at (570) 209-3869.

Dec. 5, 12, 19
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TO: ALL W-BLLA MEMBERS 
FROM: JOSEPH P.J. BURKE, III, ESQ., 

SECRETARY 
RE: PROPOSED BY-LAWS CHANGES 

 
The following Proposed By-Law Amendments 

consisting of Article XIV to be added to the By-Laws to 
cover the recent issue we had dealing with proposed 
resolutions was drafted with the help of the Special 
Committee. They were then Recommended by the By-
Laws Committee to the Executive Committee of the 
Wilkes-Barre Law & Library Association. 

 
In accordance with Article XI, governing Amendments 

to the By-Laws, the Proposed By-Law Amendments are 
being advertised to be voted upon by the Members at the 
Annual Meeting of the Association scheduled to be 
held on FRIDAY, JANUARY 23, 2026, AT NOON at 
The Westmoreland Club. 

 
Anyone having any questions, please e-mail the W-BLLA 

Secretary at Joseph.Burke@luzernecounty.org. 
 

Thank you. 
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Proposed By-Law Amendments: 
 

ARTICLE XIV 

Preamble. 

Any member of the Association in good standing may propose a 
resolution for consideration either: (i) in writing to the President and 
the Secretary of the Association; or (ii) at any regular or special 
meeting of the Association.  

Resolution Processes and Committee Review 

A. Simple Matters. For matters raised as new business 
during a membership meeting that do not require detailed 
analysis, do not have significant organizational impact or are 
not otherwise deemed by the President to be a matter to be 
referred to the Executive Committee under the Formal 
Resolution Process as set forth below (a “Simple Matter”), 
the President in his/her/their sole discretion may allow for 
immediate consideration and vote by the membership 
present (in person, by conference telephone or other 
electronic means). In the event that such a matter was 
submitted orally as new business during a membership 
meeting and the President determines that the same is not a 
Simple Matter, the member may be required to submit that 
matter as a written resolution for consideration pursuant to 
the Formal Resolution Process outlined below.    

B. Formal Resolution Process. For matters requiring 
detailed consideration, having significant impact on the 
Association, requiring specific expertise, or are otherwise 
designated by the President as not a Simple Matter, the 
member proposing the resolution shall follow the formal 
resolution process (the “Formal Resolution Process”) as set 
forth herein. The proposed resolutions shall be submitted in 
writing to the President and the Secretary of the Association 
no less than forty-five (45) days prior to the date of the 
annual meeting, next regular meeting, or any special 
meeting at which the resolution is to be considered (the 
“Formal Process Resolution”). 
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1) Public Statement Resolution: A Public Statement 
Resolution is used for issuing a Public Statement of the 
Association or endorsement of a Public Statement of another bar 
association or judicial entity for publication to the public at large.  
A Public Statement is defined as a statement, though not all-
inclusive, that fosters the protection of the legal system including 
judicial independence and the rule of law, proposes or endorses 
legislation that impacts the practice of law, or offers support for 
membership, other bar associations or the courts.  A Public 
Statement Resolution must be submitted to the Formal 
Resolution Process.  

2) Executive Committee Referral. Upon receipt of a 
proposed Formal Process Resolution, or upon determination by 
the President that a matter raised as new business is not a Simple 
Matter, the proposed Formal Process Resolution shall be referred 
by the President to the Executive Committee of the Association 
for consideration. The Executive Committee shall evaluate the 
resolution’s merit, relevance, impact, and other issues it deems 
appropriate and shall refine the language of the Formal Process 
Resolution, if necessary, and shall prepare recommendations to 
the President for consideration by the full membership. The 
Executive Committee’s report and any revised resolution shall be 
distributed to all members (consistent with protocol in these By 
Laws) prior to the meeting at which the Formal Process 
Resolution will be considered. 

3) Executive Committee Review Process. The Executive 
Committee shall review the proposed Formal Process Resolution 
and may seek input from other committees as the Executive 
Committee deems appropriate (e.g., Bylaws Committee or an ad 
hoc committee) for detailed consideration based on the 
complexity, impact, or expertise required. Within fifteen (15) 
business days of receiving the proposed Formal Process 
Resolution, the Executive Committee shall either: (a) recommend 
that the membership approve or reject the Proposed Resolution as 
drafted or propose an alternate resolution (along with the original 
Proposed Resolution) for consideration by the membership and 
make a report to the membership at the next regularly scheduled 
meeting, or (b) refer the Formal Process Resolution to an 
appropriate committee for further review and recommendations  
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as provided in Section B(3) above. The reviewing committee 
shall present its recommendations to the Executive Committee 
for its consideration and action as provided in this subsection. 

4) Factors for Consideration. When reviewing a Formal 
Process Resolution, Executive Committee shall consider (but is 
not constrained to satisfy) each of the following factors: 

• The alignment of the issue with Association’s mission. 
• The potential significant or direct impact of the issue on 

members of the Association, the legal profession or the 
residents of Luzerne County. 

• The promotion of a better understanding of the issue 
presented by the Resolution. 

• Any special knowledge or expertise on the issue provided 
by the Resolution 

• The contribution of the Association to a better 
understanding on the issue. 

• The timeliness of the proposed Resolution. 
• The valuable public information purpose served by the 

proposed Resolution.  
• The defamatory or frivolous nature of the proposed 

Resolution, if any. 
• The overall greater positive or negative impact on the 

Association by addressing the issue. 
• Any divisiveness to Association membership created by 

addressing this issue. 
• The consistency of the proposed Resolution with 

Association’s prior positions (and if not, any clarification 
contained therein why the change in public posture). 

• The consistency of the proposed Resolution with the 
purposes of the Association’s 501(c)(6) Tax-Exempt 
status. 

• Any other fact or consideration relevant to the 
determination of whether it is appropriate to endorse or 
reject the proposed Resolution. 

In the event the Formal Process Resolution proceeds to a vote 
of the membership, membership shall also consider the above-
referenced factors when considering the same.   
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5) Emergency Deliberation.  If the Executive Committee 
deems that a proposed Formal Process Resolution, or a Simple 
Matter as defined in this Article, requires urgent attention and/or 
action, the Executive Committee shall have the right to act in 
accordance with these By Laws to adopt the Formal Process 
Resolution or Simple Matter, or amend and adopt a revised 
version thereof without proceeding with the other requirements of 
this Article XIV, provided that the Executive Committee shall 
report its action to the membership no later than the next 
regularly scheduled meeting of the Association.  Thereafter, a 
member may submit a Formal Process Resolution seeking to 
rescind the action of the Executive Committee pursuant to this 
section, which will be considered accordingly as required by this 
article.  

6) Grounds for Rejection. The Executive Committee may 
reject any proposed Resolution that it deems to be frivolous, 
inappropriate, inconsistent with the By-Laws, potentially 
damaging to the Association or its purposes, including but not 
limited to resolutions that propose the dissolution of the 
Association or any other action contrary to its objectives, or for 
any other reason as determined by the Executive Committee in its 
reasonable discretion. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the 
membership may override any rejection or modification of a 
proposed Resolution by the Executive Committee upon a two-
thirds (2/3) vote of the members present at a duly called meeting 
where a quorum is present, provided that notice of the intent to 
override the Executive Committee's decision has been included in 
the meeting notice. 

7) Timing.  No later than 60 days after the Formal Process 
Resolution was submitted by the member, the Executive 
Committee shall submit to the Membership for consideration 
either the proposed Formal Process Resolution, along with any 
suggested revisions or recommendations, or report on the 
Executive Committee’s decision to reject the proposed Formal 
Process Resolution in accordance with the process outlined 
herein.   
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8) Notice to Membership. The Executive Committee shall 
report its decision to the Secretary of the Association who shall 
ensure that notice of the action or inaction on the proposed 
resolution is included in the agenda of the meeting at which it 
will be considered. The notice shall be published in The Luzerne 
Legal Register and posted in a conspicuous place in the Law 
Library at the Luzerne County Court House and may also be 
distributed through electronic means as determined by the 
Executive Committee at least two (2) weeks prior to the meeting. 

9) Consideration by Membership. At the meeting in which 
the Formal Process Resolution is addressed, the membership 
shall consider the proposed resolution. A quorum of no less than 
twenty-five (25) members must be present for any vote to take 
place. The presence or participation, including voting and taking 
other action on a proposed resolution at a meeting of the 
members of the Association, or the expression of consent or 
dissent on the proposed resolution by a member by conference 
telephone or other electronic means shall constitute the presence 
of, or vote or action by, or consent or dissent of the member.  No 
resolution shall be passed unless approved by no less than a 
simple majority of the members present. 

10)   Record of Resolutions. All proposed resolutions, whether 
adopted or rejected, shall be recorded in the minutes of the 
Association and kept as part of the official records 

 
 
__________ 
 
[Editor’s Note: To see how these proposed amendments to the By-Laws  
fit with and look with the main text of the By-Laws, Joe Burke is sending out 
an e-Blast as Bar News of this language as it looks set in the complete text of 
the W-BLLA By-Laws. Please look for this e-Blast.] 
 
                                                                                    Dec. 19 – Jan. 2 

 
 
 

Dec. 19, 26; Jan. 2
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Wills for Heros Held at Wilkes University 
 

 
 

The W-BLLA held its Wills for Heroes program this year 
at the Karambelas Media Center at Wilkes University.  
Margaret Petty, Director of the Center for Continued 
Learning at Wilkes helped to set everything up, along with 
Joe Burke and Gail Kopiak from the W-BLLA. 

 
Attending from the PBA was Gabriele E. Miller Wagner, 

Pro Bono Specialist, Statewide Wills for Heroes 
Coordinator.  Also attending were Attorney Mark Moulton 
and his service dog, Freya.  Mark performed the two-hour 
training CLE for the attorney volunteers. Our volunteers 
consisted of the following (in alphabetical order):    

Program Chair: Stacey Acri, Esq. 
Peter J. Adonizio, Jr., Esq.  

                              Joshua Donvito, Esq. 
                             Harry Hiscox, Esquire 

Nesta Johnson, Esq.  
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                              MaryJo Kishel, Esq.  
Lee A. Molitoris, Esq. 

Marley E. Mullery-Zbierski, Esq. 
          District Attorney Samuel M. Sanguedolce, Esq. 

Michael B. Senape, Esq. 
Bar President Cheryl Sobeski-Reedy, Esq. 

 
Attorney Brenda Colbert and Attorney Kevin Grebas, 

who are certified in elder law, served as document 
reviewers and brought with them volunteers from their 
office to serve as notaries and witnesses, including 
Brenda’s mother.   Kristin Shimonis, the W-BLLA’s Deputy 
Executive Director of Business & Administrative Services, 
also volunteered to serve as one of our notaries for the 
program. 

Notary Volunteers included: 
Louise Ligi, Brittany Rhodes, and Kristin Shimonis. 

 
Witness Volunteers included: 

Lillian Colbert. 
Thomas Collins, 

Kenneth Motichka, 
Molly Symons. 

 

A Big “THANK YOU!” 
To everyone. 

 
This year’s program was very successful.  The Association 

for 2026 is looking into the possibility of holding the 
program at the end of May or the beginning of June.  As 
soon as we have any information, Joe Burke will share it 

with the members. 
                                                                                   Dec. 19 Dec. 19
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Atty. John A. Donovan Jr. 
President’s Award Speech 

 
[Editor’s Note: Bar President Cheryl Sobesky-Reedy, Esq. indicated that members have 
asked her, if we could publish the remarks made by Attorney John Donovan at the Bench 
Bar Conference when he accepted the Presidents’ Award.  What follows are the Remarks 
given by John at the Conference.] 

 

Thank you all for coming. I’m honored and surprised to 
receive the President’s Award.  

I’m particularly pleased to follow last year’s recipient Judge 
Thomas Burke. Judge Burke has an impeccable reputation 
as a good man and as a good judge. He had all the Judicial 
virtues in abundance. Also, I want to congratulate Judge 
Amesbury and District Judge Carmody upon their 
retirement.  I hope retirement is long and enjoyable. 
Congratulations to Mark Bufalino and Matt Carmody on 
their election.  

Monday, November 10, 2025, marks my 30th year in the 
Public Defender’s Office. As you know I was in the Marines 
before law school. That date is the Marines 250th birthday. 
The Public Defenders office is like the Marines. It is not as 
well funded as the DA’s office. Public Defenders, also like 
Marines, learn to make do with what they have.  Public 
Defenders are also like Marines they must: IMPROVISE, 
ADAPT, AND OVERCOME. 

Jonathan Blum and I were discussing the similarities 
between the Marines and the Public Defenders. John Blum 
said the difference is the Marines are respected and Public 
Defenders are NOT. 
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There is no danger that this award will go to my head as I 
expect some client of mine to say to me: “How did you win 
that award Mr. Donovan—Did they run out of real lawyers 
to give it to?” We are held in low regard by our clients and 
general public, and I just want to tell you how good our 
Public Defenders really are.  

Our most serious cases are the homicides, obviously. We 
have had several Attorneys who got an acquittal in a 
homicide. Our Chief Joe Yeager, Former First Assistant Tim 
Fannick (two that I know of). The late Bill Ruzzo and I had 
a client named John Michaels who was charged with an 
arson/murder that we had to deal with not just 1 confession 
but 3 confessions from our client. Tom Cometa had 2 or 3 
acquittals, in which one of the cases achieved real fame 
because it was dismissed and can be found on TV on 
Forensic Files.  

There is also U.S. District Judge Joseph Saporito. He and 
Tom Cometa worked together on a case involving three co-
defendants, their client was the only one acquitted. About 15 
years ago our staff had 21 attorneys of which 7 had acquittals 
in a homicide case. This is one third of our staff and the other 
two thirds were just as capable of doing the same thing. This 
is a record we are proud of. 

I learned at a seminar on criminal defense that the conviction 
rate for homicide cases that go to trial is 99%. Leonard 
Ambrose, an Attorney for Erie PA with a national reputation, 
taught us that so you can tell your clients the odds that they 
face. You can believe Leonard when he said the conviction 
rate is about 99% because he does his homework.  

This puts us in rarefied company. Two of our Presidents 
have had acquittals in homicides cases. Abraham Lincoln, 
our 16th President. Historians in survey after survey ranking 
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our best presidents, ranked Honest Abe as number 1. Before 
he was President, he practiced law in Illinois. Lincoln 
handled many kinds of cases. He did criminal work, too. He 
handled over 25 murder cases, in which he had full acquittals 
in 5 of them.  

The other lawyer/ president is John Adams our 2nd 
president. In John. F. Kennedy’s book Profiles in Courage, 
he talks about many political figures who showed real moral 
courage. John Adams was the only practicing lawyer he 
mentioned. JFK considered Adams the “1st Public 
Defender”.  

In 1770 in Boston an angry mob confronted British soldiers 
on March 5. The confrontation became violent. The soldiers 
fired and killed five Bostonians. This incident is known to 
history as The Boston Massacre. The soldiers were despised 
and no lawyer would touch what looked like an “open and 
shut case.” John Adams took the case despite the public’s 
hatred of his clients and the ridicule he would face. He 
believed that in a free country, everyone has a right to a fair 
trial and the effective assistance of counsel, regardless of 
who they are or what they are accused of. Adams showed 
how effective he could be. Only two were found guilty of a 
lesser charge of manslaughter. The rest were found “not 
guilty.” The officer, Captain Thomas Preston, never thanked 
Adams. 

John Adams went on to accomplish much. In 1776, he signed 
the Declaration of Independence. He went to France with 
Ben Franklin to obtain French aid for the American 
Revolution. He wrote the Massachusetts Constitution. He 
was the first Minister to Great Britain after the war. He was 
the 1st Vice President under George Washington and the 2nd 
President of the United States. He was also the father of John 
Quincy Adams, the 6th President of the United States and 
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who was also ranked by historians as the best Secretary of 
State. Even after these accomplishment, John Adams always 
said that the best service he did for his country was defending 
those British soldiers in the Boston Massacre Trial.  

I believe we are the equals to attorneys like those who 
reached historical status. We have had success in other 
serious cases like Robbery/Burglary/Sex cases and felony 
drug cases. Recently, Attorney Melissa Sulima had an 
acquittal in a very serious sex case. Cheryl Reedy, our 
President of the bar, had a not guilty verdict in a burglary 
case where her client was facing a possible deportation. She 
also had two other “not guilty” verdicts this year. We also 
had success in more mundane cases like DUI’s, disorderly 
conducts and other misdemeanors. But the P.D.’s office can 
take a toll on one’s health. 

 Mark Singer was a P.D with us for 17 or 18 years. Mark had 
been a prosecutor and was the only member of our staff who 
had tried a death penalty case as a prosecutor and as a 
defense attorney. Mark was a terrific lawyer; he was a very 
savvy courtroom lawyer and very knowledgeable.  His last 
10 years he fought cancer; he would often get treatment and 
then go to court. Mark fought the good fight until he couldn’t 
fight any more. Mark died in March of 2024. We miss his 
unique sense of humor but mostly we miss his friendship 
even more. 

Charlie Ross was loved by one and all. Clients loved him, 
our staff, our secretaries and our investigators—juries loved 
Charlie. He talked to juries as if he was talking to a neighbor 
over his fence. Bill Ruzzo told Charlie “Charlie, you are not 
bound by the rules of evidence.” Quite a few District 
Attorneys suffered a not guilty verdicts from Charlie. They 
probably left the courtroom scratching their head and 
wondering “What just happened?” 
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In February of 2023 Charlie suffered a stroke and hasn’t 
been back. Charlie loved the P. D’s office. Mark and Charlie 
each carried heavy caseloads that I’m sure contributed to 
their health problems. We all miss them.  

I suffered a heart attack in October of 2019. I was off for 
almost 3 months, but I was able to return, luckily. But my 
case load has grown to over 400 cases, so I don’t feel so 
lucky. 

We have added 3 new lawyers recently. Alex Chura, Scott 
Hampton, and Colin Moretti; they are good and getting 
better. I wish we could clone them and solve our staffing 
problem.  

I’m almost finished. Today, there is a lot of division in the 
country. There is lots of hate and discontent. One party 
doesn’t talk to the other, left and right aren’t talking and 
those in the middle are left out. THIS HAS TO STOP!! In 
order to settle our differences, remember what President 
Kennedy said: “Let us never negotiate out of fear, but never 
fear to negotiate”  

There is, in my opinion, no better wordsmith in the English 
language than William Shakespeare. He spoke about the law 
and lawyers many times in his plays. So much so that some 
scholars believed he had legal training or was a lawyer. 
Shakespeare thought that lawyers had the best model and 
practice for conflict resolution.  

Let’s do as Shakespeare commanded; this is from The 
Taming of the Shrew.  

“Do as adversaries do in the law -- STRIVE MIGHTILY 
BUT EAT AND DRINK AS FRIENDS.” 

Thank you and enjoy the seminar. 
Dec. 19
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DECEDENTS’ ESTATES
Notice is hereby given that 

letters testamentary or of admini-
stration have been granted in the 
following estates. All persons in-
debted to said estates are requi-
red to make payment and those 
having claims or demands to 
present the same without delay 
to the administrators or executors 
named or their attorneys

FIRST PUBLICATION
ESTATE OF ELRE O. CHACKE a/k/a 

Elre Chacke, late of Plymouth (died 
October 24, 2025), Marcia Maran-
sky, Executrix; Hourigan Kluger & 
Quinn, P.C., 600 Third Avenue, 
Kingston, PA 18704

ESTATE OF MICHAEL P. DONAHUE, 
late of Dupont (died November 3, 
2025), Marilyn J. Donahue, Ad-
ministratrix; Carlo A. LaMonica, 
Esquire, LaMonica Law Firm LLC, 
1252 Church Street, Moscow, PA 
18444

ESTATE OF LEONARD FARBER, late 
of Hunlock Township (died July 
26, 2025), Leonard J. Farber, Ex-
ecutor; Carl E. Frank, Esquire, 
Farrell & Frank, 8 West Market 
Street, Suite 1110, Wilkes-Barre, 
PA 18701-1801

ESTATE OF HUI CHUI GITTINS, late 
of Hanover Township (died October 
26, 2025), Michelle Lee Clarke, 
Executrix; Carl E. Frank, Esquire, 
Farrell & Frank, 8 West Market 
Street, Suite 1110, Wilkes-Barre, 
PA 18701-1801

ESTATE OF RICHARD D. GRENCAV-
ICH a/k/a Richard Grencavich, 
late of Conyngham (died October 
28, 2025), Donna J. Perrin, Ex-
ecutrix; The Seach Law Offices, 
466 State Route 93, Sugarloaf, PA 
18249

ESTATE OF PATRICIA ANN GRYSKEV-
ICZ, late of Wilkes-Barre (died 
October 26, 2025), Sandra Frey, 

Executrix; Bregman & Lantz, LLC, 
1205 Wyoming Ave., Forty Fort, PA 
18704

ESTATE OF EDWARD HOSEY, JR., 
late of Harvey’s Lake (died Novem-
ber 26, 2025), Edward Eugene 
Hosey, III, 389 Dimmick Hill Road, 
Noxen, PA 18636, Executor

ESTATE OF DOROTHY A. JENKINS 
a/k/a Dorothy Jenkins, late of 
Kingston (died November 5, 2025), 
Mark Jenkins, Executor; Thomas 
Patrick Hogan Esquire, Law Office 
of Thomas A. O’Connor, P.C., 211-
A East Main Street, Plymouth, PA 
18651

ESTATE OF MARK J. OLEKSA, SR., 
late of Blackwood, NJ (died June 
26, 2011), Kayden X. Oleksa, Ex-
ecutor; John P. Rodgers, Esquire, 
1170 Hwy. 315, Suite 1, Plains, PA 
18702

ESTATE OF FRED POLISKY, late of 
Nanticoke (died September 17, 
2025), Cynthia Hudak, Executrix; 
Eric N. Mahler, Esquire, Mahler 
Law Firm, LLC, 1043 Wyoming 
Avenue, 1st Floor, Forty Fort, PA 
18704

ESTATE OF RICHARD N. ROMAN 
a/k/a Richard Neal Roman, late of 
Drums (died November 1, 2025), 
Robert A. Roman, Administrator; 
David W. Saba, Esquire, 345 Mar-
ket St., Kingston, PA 18704

ESTATE OF RICHARD L. ROSSI 
a/k/a Richard Rossi, late of Sug-
arloaf (died November 13, 2025), 
Amanda L. Rossi, Administratrix; 
Thomas J. Sharkey, Esquire, 982 
North Sherman Court, Hazleton, 
PA 18201

ESTATE OF JOHN J. RYAN, late of 
Jenkins Township (died November 
15, 2025), Joseph M. Casale, Ad-
ministrator c.t.a.; Jonathan A. 
Spohrer, Esquire, 279 Pierce 
Street, Kingston, PA 18704
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ESTATE OF KRISTEN M. SCALI a/k/a 
Kristen Scali, late of Hanover 
Township (died October 24, 2025), 
Adam Scali, Administrator; Joseph 
G. Albert, Esquire, 458 Wyoming 
Ave., Suite 201, Kingston, PA 
18704

ESTATE OF HUNTER JAMES SIPPLE, 
late of Newport Township (died 
September 1, 2024), Sue Sipple, 
Administratrix; Carl E. Frank, 
Esquire, Farrell & Frank, 8 West 
Market Street, Suite 1110, Wilkes-
Barre, PA 18701-1801

ESTATE OF MARK SPANGENBERG, 
late of Dallas (died October 22, 
2025), Rita Lynn Spangenberg, 
Executrix; Carl E. Frank, Esquire, 
Farrell & Frank, 8 West Market 
Street, Suite 1110, Wilkes-Barre, 
PA 18701-1801

ESTATE OF PAUL P. STUCKER, SR. 
a/k/a Paul Stucker, late of Wilkes-
Barre (died July 11, 2025), Paul P. 
Stucker, Jr. and Sandra A. 
Marinko, Co-Executors; Hourigan, 
Kluger & Quinn P.C., 600 Third 
Avenue, Kingston, PA 18704

ESTATE OF ANTHONY F. TOMA-
SELLI, late of Butler Township 
(died November 12, 2025), Vir-
ginia Ciotola, Executrix; Lorine 
Angelo Ogurkis, Esquire, Ogurkis 
Law, LLC, 21 North Locust Street, 
Hazleton, PA 18201

ESTATE OF DIANE L. TRANGUCH 
a/k/a Diane Lynn Tranguch 
a/k/a Diane Tranguch, late of 
Hazleton (died October 30, 2025), 
Trisha Tranguch, Administratrix; 
Peter O’Donnell, Esquire, 1402 N. 
Church St., Hazle Township, PA 
18202

ESTATE OF NANCY VENTURI, late of 
Wright Township (died June 12, 
2025), David Z. Lantz, Administra-
tor; Bregman & Lantz, LLC, 1205 
Wyoming Ave., Forty Fort, PA 
18704

ESTATE OF LEX T. WATKINS, late of 
White Haven (died September 27, 
2025), Susan Wilkinson, Execu-
trix; Donald G. Karpowich, Es-
quire, 85 Drasher Road, Drums, 
PA 18222

SECOND PUBLICATION
ESTATE OF DANIEL JOSEPH DAVIS, 

late of Wright Twp. (died October 
20, 2025), Gail Susan Prutzman 
a/k/a Gail S. Prutzman, Execu-
trix; Stephen J. Bachman, Es-
quire, 26 Pierce St., Kingston, PA 
18704

ESTATE OF LINDA FUENTES, late of 
Wilkes-Barre (died August 30, 
2022), John A. Fuentes, Adminis-
trator; David E. Schwager, Es-
quire, 183 Market Street, Suite 
100, Kingston, PA 18704-5444

ESTATE OF DIANE M. GOLDEN 
a/k/a Diane Golden, late of  
Wilkes-Barre (died July 18, 2011), 
Victoria Golden, Executrix; Greg-
ory S. Skibitsky, Jr., Esquire, 
Skibitsky & Molino, 457 North 
Main Street, Suite 101, Pittston, 
PA 18640

ESTATE OF JOHN ALBERT KEARNS, 
late of White Haven (died January 
1, 2025), John Kearns, Adminis-
trator; Donald G. Karpowich, Es-
quire, 85 Drasher Road, Drums, 
PA 18222

ESTATE OF FREDERICK J. KRUTZ 
a/k/a Frederick John Krutz, late 
of Hazleton (died November 9, 
2025), Frederick J. Krutz a/k/a 
Frederick Krutz, Jr., Executor; 
William J. Schneider, Esquire, 
James A. Schneider, Esquire, 439 
West Broad Street, Hazleton, PA 
18201-6106

ESTATE OF PAUL M. MASLEY a/k/a 
Paul Masley a/k/a Paul Martin 
Masley, late of Exeter (died October 
27, 2025), John M. Masley, Sr., 
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Executor; David W. Saba, Esquire, 
345 Market St., Kingston, PA 
18704

ESTATE OF RONALD RAY MORRI-
SON a/k/a Ronald R. Morrison, 
late of Sweet Valley (died March 
25, 2023), Shane Morrison, Ad-
ministrator; Hiscox & Musto, 400 
Third Ave., Suite 201, Kingston, 
PA 18704

ESTATE OF ELIZABETH NEVIN 
a/k/a Emma E. Nevin, late of 
Fariview Twp. (died October 8, 
2025), Elizabeth J. Flannery, 377 
Harris Hill Rd., Shavertown, PA 
18708, Executrix

ESTATE OF DOMINICK PACE, late of 
Wyoming (died July 12, 2025), 
Alphonso Pace and Lynn Pace, Co-
Administrators; Hourigan, Kluger 
& Quinn, P.C., 600 Third Avenue, 
Kingston, PA 18704

ESTATE OF BONNIE PADDEN a/k/a 
Bonnie Lukachinsky, late of Ha-
nover Township (died September 
2, 2025), Brenda Kline, Adminis-
tratrix; Joseph R. Baranko, Jr., 
Esquire, Slusser Law Firm, 1620 
North Church Street, Suite 1, 
Hazleton, PA 18202

ESTATE OF CEIL PIECHOTA a/k/a 
Ceil F. Piechota, late of Wilkes-
Barre (died February 27, 2020), 
Frank Piechota, Executor; Gregory 
S. Skibitsky, Jr., Esquire, Skib-
itsky & Molino, 457 North Main 
Street, Suite 101, Pittston, PA 
18640

ESTATE OF IRENE M. POLCHIN, late 
of Wilkes-Barre (died July 30, 
2025), Mary Theresa Wizda 
Yenchak, Executrix; Anthony G. 
Ross, Esquire, Law Offices of Tony 
Ross, 126 South Main Street, 
Pittston, PA 18640

ESTATE OF ROBERT VITO RINALDI 
a/k/a Robert V. Rinaldi a/k/a 
Robert Rinaldi, late of Hazleton 

(died July 26, 2025), Kathleen A. 
Rinaldi, Executrix; Raymond C. 
Rinaldi, II, Esquire, Rinaldi & 
Poveromo, P.C., P.O. Box 826, 
Scranton, PA 18501

ESTATE OF JANET L. SABO a/k/a 
Janet Sabo, late of Foster Town-
ship (died January 22, 2025), 
Shannon Sabo, Executrix; Kevin 
R. Grebas, Esquire, Colbert & 
Grebas, PC, 210 Montage Moun-
tain Road, Suite A, Moosic, PA 
18507

ESTATE OF FREDERICK G. SAM, late 
of Wilkes-Barre (died September 7, 
2025), Mary Sam, Executrix; 
Samuel A. Falcone, Esquire, 900 
Rutter Avenue, Suite 24, Forty 
Fort, PA 18704

ESTATE OF SCOTT CARL SCHIVAL, 
late of Luzerne (died September 27, 
2025), Mark Schival, Administra-
tor; Bregman & Lantz, LLC, 1205 
Wyoming Ave., Forty Fort, PA 
18704

ESTATE OF WINIFRED SHORTZ, late 
of Edwardsville (died October 28, 
2025), Stephen B. Killian, 575 
Pierce Street, Suite, 303, Kingston, 
PA 18704, Executor

THIRD PUBLICATION
ESTATE OF CHARLOTTE BARNAK, 

late of Dupont (died September 
27, 2025), Diane Barnak Sat-
kowski, Executrix; Biagio V. 
Musto, II, Esquire, 171 William 
Street, Pittston, PA 18640-1719

ESTATE OF JAMES V. BATTLEY, late 
of Hazleton (died May 21, 2025), 
Fred J. Polmounter and Mary El-
len Polmounter, Administrators; 
Lorine Angelo Ogurkis, Esquire, 
Ogurkis Law, LLC, 21 North Lo-
cust Street, Hazleton, PA 18201

ESTATE OF JEROME DZIAK, late of 
Duryea (died October 6, 2025), 



THE LUZERNE LEGAL REGISTER

32

Margaret Sharisky, Administra-
trix; Kizis Law, P.C., 61 N. Wash-
ington Street, Wilkes-Barre, PA 
18701

ESTATE OF DAVID E. JONES, late 
of Swoyersville (died August 18, 
2025), Kristen R. Slatsky, Admin-
istratrix; Bernard Walter, Esquire, 
1674 North Memorial Highway, 
Shavertown, PA 18708

ESTATE OF JACALYN S. KREWSON 
a/k/a Jacalyn Krewson, late of 
Lehman Township (died Septem-
ber 1, 2025), Elizabeth Herwig, 
Executrix; Mark G. Tunis, Es-
quire, 709 N. State Street, Clarks 
Summit, PA 18411

ESTATE OF ANNE MARIE LENAHAN, 
late of Wilkes-Barre (died Septem-
ber 16, 2025), Carl E. Frank, 
Esquire, Executor; Carl N. Frank, 
Esquire, Farrell & Frank, 8 West 
Market Street, Suite 1110, Wilkes-
Barre, PA 18701-1801

ESTATE OF JEAN LOWERY, late of 
Drums (died October 25, 2025), 
Roland Lowery, Executor; Conrad 
A. Falvello, Esquire, The Falvello 
Law Firm, P.C., 641 State Route 
93, Sugarloaf, PA 18249

ESTATE OF ANNELIESE MOGHUL 
a/k/a Anneliese W. Moghul, late 
of Fairview Township (died Octo-
ber 24, 2025), Alan Tass Moghul, 
Executor; Jonathan A. Spohrer, 
279 Pierce Street, Kingston, PA 
18704

ESTATE OF RICHARD J. O’DONNELL, 
late of Weston (died September 19, 
2025), Sean C. O’Donnell, Execu-
tor; Susan Sernak-Martinelli, 
Esquire, Law Office of Susan 
Sernak-Martinelli, 199 North 
Church Street, Hazleton, PA 
18201

ESTATE OF JAMES A. SPARE, JR. 
a/k/a James Albert Spare, Jr. 
a/k/a Jay Spare, late of Hazle 

Township (died November 2, 
2025), Scott A. Spare, Executor; 
Thomas J. Sharkey, Esquire, 982 
North Sherman Court, Hazleton, 
PA 18201

ESTATE OF JAMES R. TREON a/k/a 
James Treon, late of Hazle Town-
ship (died September 10, 2025), 
Jessica M. Spare, Executrix, The 
Seach Law Offices, 466 State 
Route 93, Sugarloaf, PA 18249

NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that Articles of Incorporation 
were filed with the Pennsylvania 
Department of State for:

FE HOLDINGS, INC.
pursuant to the provisions of the 
Pennsylvania Business Corpora-
tion Law of 1988.

ROBERT S. SENSKY,
ESQUIRE
LAPUTKA, BAYLESS, ECKER
& COHN, P.C. 

One South Church Street 
Suite 301 
Hazleton, PA 18201

Dec. 19

NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that Articles of Incorporation 
were filed with the Pennsylvania 
Department of State for:

TTOT HOLDINGS, INC.
pursuant to the provisions of the 
Pennsylvania Business Corpora-
tion Law of 1988.

ROBERT S. SENSKY,
ESQUIRE
LAPUTKA, BAYLESS, ECKER
& COHN, P.C. 

One South Church Street 
Suite 301 
Hazleton, PA 18201

Dec. 19
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LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
THAT the return of the Tax Claim 
Bureau for the sale of properties 
for delinquent taxes conducted 
on September 18th, 2025 at 
10:00 A.M.  located at the King’s 
College Scandlon Physical Edu-
cation Center, 150 N. Main 
Street, Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylva-
nia, 18702, was filed with the 
Court of Common Pleas of Lu-
zerne County and confirmed nisi 

on November 19th, 2025 filed 
with the Prothonotary’s Office to 
No. 2025-10600.

Objections or exceptions here-
to may be filed by an owner or 
lien creditor within thirty (30) 
days from the Order of November 
19th, 2025, otherwise the return 
will be confirmed absolutely.

Elite Revenue Solutions, LLC,
Agent for Luzerne County
Tax Claim Bureau

Dec. 19
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Subscribers to the  
 

Luzerne Legal Register, 
The Register is available in a weekly digital PDF format.    

To opt to receive the Register electronically, 
send an e-mail to 

Joseph.Burke@luzernecounty.org. 
 

For subscribers who are happy receiving  
The Register in its weekly paper book format,  

you do not have to do anything.   
The Register will continue to be mailed  

to you in hardcopy form. 
 

Remember The Register is also 
published weekly on the Association's website and 

legal ads from it and from other county legal journals 
 are searchable online 

at www.palegalads.org. 
"palegalads.org" is maintained by The Conference of County Legal Journals, to which 

The Register is a proud member. 
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ON-GOING REMINDER 
FROM THE LAW LIBRARY 

 
TO: ALL W-BLLA MEMBER BOOK BORROWERS 
 
 
     THE LAW LIBRARY IS REQUIRED TO HAVE AVAILABLE ALL 
HARDCOPY BOOKS FOR USE BY ATTORNEY MEMBERS, JUDGES, 
COURTHOUSE PERSONNEL, AND MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL 
PUBLIC. 
 
      BOOK BORROWING IS LIMITED TO THREE BOOKS AT A 
TIME.    
 
      AND PLEASE RETURN THE ITEMS TO THE LAW LIBRARY AS 
QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE SO THAT WE MAY HAVE THESE 
MATERIALS MADE AVAILABLE TO OTHER LIBRARY USERS. 
 
     THANK YOU. 
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