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The bar association ol
Luzerne County

NOTICE

TO: W-BLLA MEMBERS
FROM: JOSEPH P.J. BURKE, Ill, ESQ., SECRETARY
RE: YEAR 2026/27 NOMINATIONS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Nominating
Committee has nominated the following for a two-year
term for the Years 2026/2027 Officers and Executive
Committee:

President: Qiana Murphy Lehman, Esq.
Vice President: C. David Pedri, Esq.
Treasurer/Secretary: Joseph P.J. Burke, 11, Esq.

Executive Committee: Peter J. Adonizio, Jr., Esq.

Samuel A. Falcone, Jr., Esqg.
Philip Gelso, Esq.

Alexis C. Falvello, Esg. and Shana R. Messinger, Esg. will
be serving their second year of their two-year term in 2026.

This Notice is being published in The Luzerne Legal Register
and is posted in the Law Library by the Secretary in accordance
with Article VII, B. of the Association By-Laws.

Nov. 28; Dec. 5, 12



Michael C. McHugh, II, Esquire



In Memoriam
Michael C. McHugh 11, Esquire

Michael C. McHugh, I1, a respected lawyer whose legal
career spanned more than 50 years, passed away on
September 12, 2025, in Naples, Florida. Named for his
grandfathers, Michael Marley and Michael McHugh, he was
born October 8, 1940, to Frank McHugh and Alice Marley
McHugh, and raised in the East End of Wilkes-Barre.

Michael was a graduate of Coughlin High School and
King’s College where he would become President of its
Alumni Association and Chairman of its Annual Fund
Raising Phonathon. He received his law degree from Temple
University School of Law in 1966. He was a partner in the
law firm of Aston, Fine, McHugh, Caverly, Wetzel and Geist
but later established his own law office restricting his
practice to real estate, probate, and estate planning. Over the
years he became widely known not only for his vast legal
knowledge but also for his meticulous attention to detail. His
work was of the highest caliber, thoughtful, thorough, and
exacting.

Michael’s honesty and integrity were the cornerstone of
his career. He earned the deep respect of his peers, who often
turned to him for guidance knowing that they would receive
clear, principled counsel. Clients trusted him implicitly,
comforted by his calm demeanor and confident in his ability
to protect their interest with skill and care. He left an
indelible mark on the legal community through his
unwavering dedication to the practice of law.

He served as City Attorney for Wilkes-Barre for twenty
years, and for a number of years he was Vice President of
Penn Attorneys Title Insurance Company, establishing and



managing its Eastern Pennsylvania Regional Office. He
served as a Director of the Board of Directors of Keystone
Savings & Loan Association.

Beyond his professional accomplishments, Michael will
be remembered for the quiet dignity with which he
approached both life and work. He held himself to the
highest standards and expected the same from those around
him, not out of pride, but out of a genuine commitment to
doing things right.

Michael is survived by his wife, the former Mary
Catherine Loughney; son Michael and his wife Dawn,
Jackson Hole, Wyoming; daughter Megan McHugh Bagg
and her husband James, Breinigsville, PA; son Patrick,
White Haven, PA; four grandchildren, Evan and Delaney
McHugh, and James and Erin Bagg.

Michael leaves behind a legacy not only of professional
excellence but of integrity, humility, and service. He will be
deeply missed.

The Wilkes-Barre Law and Library Association extends
its sincerest condolences to his family and friends.

Respectfully submitted,

The Honorable Richard M. Hughes, 111
N. Brian Caverly, Esquire

Daniel G. Flannery, Esquire

Carl N. Frank, Esquire

Donald D. McFadden, Esquire

The In Memoriam Court Service will be held
on March 27, 2026, at 9:00 a.m. in Court Room No. 1.

Nov. 28



Courtesy of
Attorney Daniel E. Cummins
CUMMINS LAW

www. TORTTALK.com

CUMMINS

MEDIATION
SERVICES

We are happy to share with you Dan’s

2025 Tort Talk Civil Litigation
Update Booklet

To view it go to:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1k_2zS5090w0FBJ5ZHYAF
exX5S543a-9Tku/view

BLOG: www.TortTalk.com
FIRM SITE: www.CumminsLaw.net
MEDIATION: Cummins Mediation
Nov. 28; Dec. 5, 12



FEE CHANGE NOTICE

THE NEW PA BUDGET ADDED A $1.00
SURCHARGE TO THE CJEA FEE COLLECTED ON

VARIOUS DOCUMENTS. THE FEE WILL NOW

BE $41.25 AND WAS EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY AS
PER THE BUDGET.

THE RECORDER OF DEEDS/REGISTER OF
WILLS/CLERK OF ORPHANS COURT,
PROTHONOTARY AND CLERK OF COURTS BEGAN
COLLECTING THE FEE 11/17/2025.

ALL DOCUMENTS THAT PREVIOUSLY HAD A
$40.25 CJEA FEE NOW HAVE A $41.25 FEE. NEW FEE
SCHEDULES ARE AVAILABLE ON THE OFFICES’

WEBSITES AND IN THE OFFICE.
Nov. 28—Dec. 26



W-BLLA
Members
FREE
CLE.

TUESDAY,
December
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Presidents'
Room of our
Law Library

and on Zoom.

"The Waiver Wolf:
Rule 1925 and How to
Protect Your Appeal™

CLE.

Presented by
Hon. Joseph M. Cosgrove (Ret.)

(Worth 1 Substantive CLE Credit).
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The W-BLLA (#53) is an accredited
CLE and Distance Learning Provider.
This one-hour CLE is FREE for W-BLLA Members.
Non-members cost $60.

When registering be sure to provide your
name and Attorney ID #.

To REGISTER
Go to Luzernecountybar.com

Or click on the Link in the Constant Contact
that Gail will be sending.

For Online,
You need to log on using your first and last name
as the CLE Board requires Online tracking for

CLE Distance Learning verification purposes.
Minimum requirement is access to a computer or laptop, if you plan to
use your cell phone or iPad you will need to download the Zoom App.

This CLE Program is FREE for W-BLLA Members.
Non-Members: $60.00.

All payments must be received 48 hours in advance of the program.

To pay by check: Please mail a check payable to the
"Wilkes-Barre Law and Library Association” to the
W-BLLA, 200 North River Street, Wilkes-Barre, PA
18711.

11



If you have any questions, please call Gail
at (570) 822-6712 or e-mail Gail at

Gail.Kopiak@luzernecounty.org.

Hon. Joseph M. Cosgrove (Ret.)

12



Biography

Judge Joseph M Cosgrove (ret.) currently
a partner in the law firm Selingo Guagliardo LLC,
Is a retired judge of Commonwealth Court of
Pennsylvania and the Court of Common Pleas of
Luzerne County. He is the first person from
Northeastern  Pennsylvania to  serve on
Commonwealth Court and preceded his term by
serving as Chief Counsel to the Supreme Court of
Pennsylvania.

Prior to his time with the judiciary, Judge
Cosgrove maintained a private practice while also
serving for several decades as Assistant Public
Defender and Conflict Counsel, where his primary
work was in the appellate courts. He has appeared
in matters before all level of court in Pennsylvania,
as well as federal courts in Pennsylvania,
California, North  Carolina, Georgia and
Washington, DC, and the Supreme Court of the
United States. He is past president of the statewide
Pennsylvania Association of Criminal Defense
Lawyers, as well as past president of the Wilkes-
Barre Law and Library Association.

13



Judge Cosgrove previously served as assistant
dean at King's College, and has been an adjunct
faculty member of the Political Science Department
at King's since 1988. He holds a bachelors degree in
Government and International Studies, a master of
arts in theology, and a juris doctorate, all from the
University of Notre Dame, as well as a masters in
studio art from Marywood University. Judge
Cosgrove is a member of the Screen Actors Guild
and has appeared in several films and television
episodes of The West Wing. He is a frequent
commentator on SkyNews London. Judge
Cosgrove lives in Wilkes-Barre with his wife, artist

Sharon Cosgrove.
Nov. 28; Dec. 5, 12
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This year’s
Foundation
Concert
“A Rockin’
Evening!”

L County Bar A iation
Charitable Foundation, Inc.

Held at King’s College and
featuring

The Handsome
Devils!

was a
lot of fun and a great success!

15



The Performing
Arts Committee,
Chaired by
% Judge Rogers,
ARTS COMMITTES and Atty._Joanna

Bryn Smith,

THE PERFORMING

came o the show and

AU whs punchased Baoket Taffle
Yicke?s.

Dhank You

sHoo 2o
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Our Concert Sponsors:

Fellerman & Ciarimboli, Law PC,
The Luzerne Foundation,

Mecadon Law,
O’Donnell Law Offices,
Rosenn Jenkins & Greenwald, LLP

With a Special Thank You to

Masters of Ceremony:
Hon. Jennifer L. Rogers

The Concert Color Guard —
John A. Donovan Jr., Esq.
Oscar Flores,

Daniel J. Mulhern, Esq.
And to

The Handsome Devils.

17



Also, Many Thanks to
Zach Watkins, Esq.
And Megan Kennedy, Esq.
For selling tickets.

And to
Joanna Bryn Smith, Esq.
Joe Burke, Esq. and his staff,

Gail Kopiak and Kristin Shimonis,
for making arrangements
with King’s College for the use of the
Burke Auditorium.

To Father Looney and to
King’s College,
and Rae Lynn Barrett
Event Coordinator

And
Karen Jacobs for bartending!

To our King’s College student
\Volunteers who helped carry in and set up the

baskets at King’s: Gabe Mulla, Stephen
Petty, and Matthew Prudente.

18



Extra Thanks to the
Cappellini Law Firm

for the donation of snacks,
And fun light-up glasses and glow sticks
For use at the concert.

And
Many thanks also to this year’s

Raffle Basket Donors

and
Congratulations to this year’s

Basket Winners!

A list of both will be published
in next week’s issue.

19



BREAKDOWN OF “ROCKIN’ THE EVENING”
FONDATION CONCERT:

ADMISSION TICKETS: $220.00
Bench Bar Conference:
ADMISSION TICKET SALES: $0.00
At the Concert:
ADMISSION TICKET SALES:  $220.00
At Law Library/Courthouse:
ADMISSION TICKET SALES: $0.00

BASKET RAFFLE TICKETS: $950.00
Bench Bar Conference:
BASKET RAFFLE TICKET SALES: $790.00
At the Concert:
BASKET RAFFLE TICKET SALES: $160.00

SPONSORS: $2,500.00
$1,000.00
Fellerman & Ciarimboli, Law PC
$500.00
Luzerne Foundation, Inc.
Mecadon Law
$250.00
O’Donnell Law Offices
Rosenn Jenkins & Greenwald, LLP
TOTAL: $3,670.00
MINUS: - $720.50
Cost of Wine/Beer Paid to King’s Chartwell Catering:

GRAND TOTAL RAISED FOR
THE FOUNDATION IS $2,949.50

Nov. 28

20



W-BLLA MEMBERS

SAVE THE DATE

Friday, January 30, 2026
“Low Bono/Pro Bono Family Law
Custody” CLE Program.

Noon on Zoom and in the Presidents Room at the
Law Library.

Will be worth 2 Substantive CLE Credits.
Details and Registration ad will run in December.

Oct. 31—Nov. 28
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Associate Attorney Position

Seeking Associate Attorney for Criminal Defense Firm

Muckler Law, LLC is currently seeking an Associate At-
torney to assist in handling criminal defense cases. Candidates
with prior legal experience are preferred.

Position is full-time with salary based on experience and
performance-based bonuses available. Interested candidates
should email their resume to matthew@mucklerlaw.com

Oct. 24—Nov. 28

POSITION WANTED
Experienced attorney looking to assist your firm on a part-
time, hourly basis with research, drafting, pleadings/motions,
etc. Leave a message at (570) 209-3869.
Nov. 14, 21, 28

22



Mortgage Foreclosure
Diversionary Program

The Luzerne County Mortgage Foreclosure
Diversionary Program mediations will be held at
9:00 a.m. on the Third Floor of the Luzerne
County Courthouse, 200 N. River Street, Wilkes-
Barre, Pennsylvania.

The 2026 schedule is as follows:

Friday, January 16, 2026
Friday, February 20, 2026
Friday, March 20, 2026
Friday, April 17, 2026
Friday, May 15, 2026
Friday, June 26, 2026
Friday, July 24, 2026
Friday, August 21, 2026
Friday, September 18, 2026
Friday, October 16, 2026
Friday, November 20, 2026
Friday, December 18, 2026
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Consumer Debt Conciliation Program

The Luzerne County Consumer Debt Conciliation
Program will be held at 1:00 p.m. on the Third
Floor of the Luzerne County Courthouse, 200 N.

River Street, Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania.

The 2026 schedule is as follows:

Friday, January 16, 2026
Friday, February 20, 2026
Friday, March 20, 2026
Friday, April 17, 2026
Friday, May 15, 2026
Friday, June 26, 2026
Friday, July 24, 2026
Friday, August 21, 2026
Friday, September 18, 2026
Friday, October 16, 2026
Friday, November 20, 2026
Friday, December 18, 2026
Sept. 19—Dec. 26
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DBlantkets © Buoth

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY OF SERVICE

\I 9am-Noon

613 S J Strauss Lane
KINGSTON, PA.

Join us at the JCC to warm hearts with handmade
fringe blankets and warm soup. Bring broth, soup,
or any non-perishable food to contribute!

All of the created blankets will be donated to
Ruth’s Place, Project Warm for Veterans Affairs,
and the Salvation Army Kirby Family House and
the food donations go to Sara’s Table and the JCC
Food Pantry.

W@a&m Gommanity Patnows
®  NAACP g

C ENTER

ODonnell  mvEs LEADER vEDia croup

117 YEARS STRONG

No registration necessary. Bring your own Check odonnell-law.com for any
scissors if possible. Setup begins at 8am. weather delays or cancellations .

For more information: email cro@odonnell-law.com or call the
Wilkes-Barre Health Department at (570) 208-4287

Nov. 14—]Jan. 9

25



TRUST & ESTATE

Helping individuals, clients, and businesses plan for their
financial futures is what our Wealth Management Division
does best. At Fidelity Bank, we’ve been earning the trust

of our clients for over 121 years, and we extend the same
level of attention and care to your clients, too. Speak with a
Fidelity Banker to learn more.

Service Highlights*

e Trust and Estate Planning e Corporate Trustee Services (bond
¢ Financial Planning trustee and paying agent)
e Comprehensive Reviews (wills, e Custodial Services

trusts, powers of attorney and e Bill Paying Services
health care directives) Estate Administration
e Personal Trustee and (executorship services and agent
Guardianship Services for executor)
e Special Needs Trusts

Lori A. Barrett, Esq. Cathy Mihalick, Esq., CTFA CRPC®
VP, Senior Trust Officer VP, Trust Officer
570-504-2242 570-504-2248
Lori.Barrett@fddbank.com Cathy.Mihalick@fddbank.com

*Not FDIC Insured | May Lose Value | Not Bank Guaranteed | Not a Bank Deposit | Not Guaranteed by
Any Government Agency.

@ 1-800-388-4380 | 0 @ @

X fidelity@fddbank.com www.bankatfidelity.com
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“Baby, it’s
getting cold
outside!”
=) We
have got
you
covered!

WILKES-BARRE
T

LAWALIBRARY ASSOC Old school

hoodies,

fleece vests
& fleece jackets, knit hats & more!
Amazing, affordable prices!

All proceeds benefit our Bar’s Charitable
Foundation! T

They make great presents for the holidays
for lawyers, friends, family & anyone

working in the law or with a heart @ to

help local charities! “It feels good to do
good!” Shop local!

Thank you MadTees for our online store!
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CI/ErTrrY3  510.654TEES

SCREEN PRINTING & EmBRoiERy ~ MADTEES@VERIZON.NET

© MADTEESPA 340 MAIN ST.
@ MADTEES_PA DUPONT PA, 18641

To order go to:

https://stores.inksoft.com/wb_law_Llibr

ary_associ/shop/home

WELCOME TO THE ONLINE STORE STORE PROVIDED BY MAD TEES
THIS ONLINE STORE HAS BEEN DEVELOPED EXCLUSIVELY TO SIMPLIFY
THE TEAM GEAR ORDERING PROCESS FOR YOU.

PLEASE CHECK YOUR ORDER BEFORE SUBMITTING.

ALL ORDERS ARE CUSTOM PRINTED AND/OR
EMBROIDERED WHEN RECEIVED BY MAD TEES.

PICKUP @ MAD TEES - AFTER SECOND EMAIL NOTICE
ORDERS THAT ARE NOT PICKED UP AFTER 30 DAYS
WILL BE DONATED TO CHARITY

ALL SALES ARE FINAL
NO REFUNDS OR EXCHANGES

Nov. 14—Dec. 12
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Memorial Committee
Being Formed to Honor

John H. Doran, Esquire

It is with great sadness that we learned that Attorney
John H. Doran passed away on Saturday, November 8,
2025. John for many years skillfully chaired the
Association’s Fee Dispute Committee.

You can read more about John at
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/timesleader/name/j
ohn-doran-obituary?id=60015138

A Memorial Committee is being appointed to honor John
at the In Memoriam Court Ceremony to be held on

FRIDAY, MARCH 27, 2026. Anyone wishing to
serve on this Memorial Committee, please email Joe Burke
at Joseph.Burke@Iluzernecounty.org.

Nov. 21, 28; Dec. 5
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.~ Valley Santa, Inc.

om0
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T4
}:L&‘ Since 1984

W-BLLA Members:

The bar association is volunteering again this year
for the Valley Santa program. However, we will be
letter-reading this year instead of gift wrapping.

The date for volunteering is Thursday,

December 11th at 6 PM at the Borland and
Borland law offices on Public Square.

To get in the Spirit of the Season and volunteer,
please e-mail Bar President Cheryl Sobeski-Reedy,

Esquire at Cheryl.reedy@luzernecounty.org.

Valley Santa has been providing gifts to children

since 1984!
Nov. 21, 28; Dec. 5
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A
NEW service
toand a
NEW benefit
of
Membership
in the
W-BLLA.

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Legal Register is
adding a section to publish
birth announcements for members of
the Bar to submit when a member or
spouse has a new addition. Members,
when you have a birth, please e-mail

Joseph.Burke@luzernecounty.org.
Nov. 21, 28; Dec. 5
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WILLS FOR

rrrrrrr

More Attorney Volunteers Welcomed!

The W-BLLA is partnering with Wilkes University and the
Pennsylvania Bar Association to hold a Wills for Heroes
program on FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5™,

[Shown in the photo are Atty. Kevin R. Grebas, Esquire, CELA, Joseph P.J. Burke, III,
Esquire, and Atty. Brenda D. Colbert, Esquire, LL.M., CELA.]
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As they did in previous years, Attorney Kevin Grebas
and Attorney Brenda Colbert, as certified Elder Law
attorneys, will serve as the reviewing attorneys for the
program.

Attorney Volunteers volunteering to participate include:

Program Chair: Stacey Acri, Esq.
Peter J. Adonizio, Jr., Esqg.
Joseph Burke, 111, Esqg.

Nesta Johnson, Esq.
Donald McFadden, Esqg.
Lee A. Molitoris, Esq.
Leonard R. Omolecki, Jr. Esq.
Krysti Oschal, Esq.
Cheryl Sobeski-Reedy, Esqg.
Joanna Bryn Smith, Esqg.

Notary Volunteers include:
Louise Ligi, Brittany Rhodes, and Kristin Shimonis.
And Volunteers to be Witnesses include:

Lillian Colbert,
Thomas Collins,
Kenneth Motichka,
Molly Symons.

Thank you to all our Volunteers!
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Additional Attorney Volunteers are welcome. The
program on December 5% is at the Computer Lab at the
Wilkes University Karambelas Media Center (the old
Bartikowski’s), located at 141 S Main St, Wilkes-Barre.

There is a Parking Lot to Use.

At 8:30 a.m., there will be Coffee/Danish & Check-in for
the Attorney Volunteers followed by a FREE two-hour
training CLE program from 9:00 A.M. to 11:00 A.M. The
training program provides 1 hour of Ethics CLE Credit and
1 Hour of Substantive CLE credit for the lawyer volunteers
attending.

The WFH program will then be held from 11:00 a.m. to
4:00 P.M.

At 4:00 P.M. a group photo will be taken of all the
volunteers to be published in The Legal Register, published
on the Bar Website and on Facebook.

You do not need any experience in drafting Wills, Power
of Attorney or Living Wills. This, and how to use, the PBA
software will be covered by the two-hour training.

If you are available that day and would like to
volunteer, please e-mail
Joseph.Burke@]luzernecounty.org.
Nov. 21, 28
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THE LUZERNE LEGAL REGISTER

DECEDENTS’ ESTATES

Notice is hereby given that
letters testamentary or of admini-
stration have been granted in the
following estates. All persons in-
debted to said estates are requi-
red to make payment and those
having claims or demands to
present the same without delay
to the administrators or executors
named or their attorneys

FIRST PUBLICATION

ESTATE OF DOLORES R. FALATKO,
late of Freeland (died October 4,
2025), Robert Falatko, Executor;
James V. Senape, Jr., Esquire,
Catherine A. McGovern, Esquire,
Michael B. Senape, Esquire, Se-
nape Law, 612-614 Main Street,
P.O. Box 179, Freeland, PA
18224-0179

ESTATE OF THERESA NANCY
GRABO, late of Pittston (died Oc-
tober 2, 2025), Daniel J. Grabo,
Sr., Executor; Jerry B. Chariton,
Esquire, Chariton & Malak, 138
South Main Street, P. O. Box 907,
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18703-0907

ESTATE OF GEORGE A. JEFFREY,
late of Wilkes-Barre (died Septem-
ber 17, 2025), Molly McLaughlin
Hoegen, Executrix; Francis J.
Hoegen, Esquire, 152 South
Franklin Street, Wilkes-Barre, PA
18701

ESTATE OF JOHN S. NOWAK, SR.,
late of Wilkes-Barre (died August
13, 2018), Diane Nowak, Admin-
istrator; Brian M. Vinsko, Esquire,
Vinsko & Associates, P.C., 37
North River Street, Wilkes-Barre,
PA 18702

ESTATE OF ANN MARIE CONAHAN
PARDEE, a/k/a Ann C. Pardee,
late of Sugarloaf Twp. (died Sep-
tember 23, 2025), PNC Bank,
Attn.: Heather S. Dorr, VP, Ex-

35

ecutor; Kris E. Fendrock, Esquire,
Myers, Brier & Kelly LLP, 425
Biden St., #200, Scranton, PA
18503

ESTATE OF LAURIE K. SARKOWSKI,
late of Wilkes-Barre (died Novem-
ber 4, 2025), John Throop, Ex-
ecutor; Bernard Walter, Esquire,
1674 North Memorial Highway,
Shavertown, PA 18708

ESTATE OF JOSEPH SZEWCZYK,
a/k/aJoseph E. Szewczyk, late of
Hughestown (died August, 2025),
James Zambetti and John Des-
soye, Executors; Hiscox & Musto,
400 Third Ave., Suite 201, Kings-
ton, PA 18704

ESTATE OF JAMES D. THOMAS,
SR., late of Plymouth (died Janu-
ary 30, 2025), James D. Thomas,
Jr., Executor; 190 Constitution
Avenue, Hanover Twp., PA 18706

ESTATE OF ALVERTA M. THOM-
ASHEFSKY, late of Fern Glen (died
July 16, 2025), Edward Thom-
ashefsky, Jr., Administrator; El-
liot B. Edley, Esquire, 37 N. River
Street, Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702

SECOND PUBLICATION

ESTATE OF CLARENCE F. CRO-
NAUER, III, late of Warrior Run
(died October 7, 2025), Kelsey
Marie Cronauer, Administratrix;
John J. Gill, Jr., Esquire, Galla-
gher, Brennan & Gill, 220 Pierce
Street, Kingston, PA 18704-4655

ESTATE OF MARY FLANAGAN a/k/a
Mary Francois Therese Flanagan,
late of Dallas (died October 12,
2025), Adele Fagan, Executrix;
Megan P. Maguire, Esquire, 590
Rutter Avenue, Kingston, PA
18704

ESTATE OF ESAU FOSTER, late of
Kingston (died September 2, 2025),
Esau Foster, II, 409 Cedar Ridge
Dr., Oxon Hills, MD 20745, Admin-
istrator



THE LUZERNE LEGAL REGISTER

ESTATE OF WILLIAM GAFFNEY,
a/k/a, William Gerard Gaffney,
late of Pringle (died September 20,
2025), Karen Gaffney, Administra-
trix; Michael J. Bendick, Esquire,
P.O. Box 1733, Shavertown, PA
18708

ESTATE OF JOSEPH C. GRIGA-
SAITIS, late of Wilkes-Barre (died
October 29, 2025), Joseph Plus-
key, Executor; Matthew Loftus,
Esquire, 951 Wyoming Avenue,
Forty Fort, PA 18704

ESTATE OF ROBERT CHARLES
HELLER, JR., late of Wilkes-Barre
(died September 23, 2024), Martha
M. Wood, Administratrix; David E.
Schwager, Esquire, 183 Market
Street, Suite 100, Kingston, PA
18704-5444

ESTATE OF HEATH ALLEN HOUSE-
KNECHT, late of West Hazleton
(died July 29, 2025), Melanie
Searfoss and Kayla Lloyd, Admin-
istratrices; Gladys E. Balcarcel
Mette, Esquire, 3401 N. Front St.,
P.O. Box 5950, Harrisburg, PA
17110

ESTATE OF VINH NGOC HUYNH
a/k/a Huynh Vinh Ngoc, late of
Hazleton (died July 16, 2025), Thi
Song Huong Phan a/k/a Phan Thi
Song Hu’o’ng, Executrix; Joseph
R. Baranko, Jr., Esquire, Slusser
Law Firm, 1620 North Church
Street, Suite 1, Hazleton, PA 18202

ESTATE OF RUTH ELIZABTH KOPP,
late of Butler Township (died June
5, 2025), Greg Emanuel Kopp
a/k/a Greg Kopp, Executor; Lorine
Angelo Ogurkis, Esquire, Ogurkis
Law, LLC, 21 North Locust Street,
Hazleton, PA 18201

ESTATE OF JANET HELEN KOSEK
a/k/aJanet H. Kosek a/k/a Janet
Smith Kosek a/k/a Janet S.
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Kosek, late of Wilkes-Barre (died
September 28, 2025), Pamela
Langdon, Executrix; Comitz Law
Firm, LLC, Jonathan S. Comitz,
Esquire, 82 S. Washington St.,
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18701

ESTATE OF JANET MARY MAR-

RANCA, late of Exeter (died Febru-
ary 7, 2022), Christine Marranca
Keren, Administratrix; Hourigan,
Kluger & Quinn, P.C., 600 Third
Avenue, Kingston, PA 18704

ESTATE OF WILLIAM BENJAMIN

MORRIS a/k/a William B. Morris,
late of Wilkes-Barre (died Septem-
ber 19, 2025), Leslie Ann Sosinski
a/k/a Leslie Ann George, Execu-
trix; Hourigan Kluger & Quinn
P.C., 600 Third Avenue, Kingston,
PA 18704

ESTATE OF PATRICIA MARIE MOYER

a/k/a Patricia M. Moyer, late of
Wapwallopen (died June 3, 2024),
Jennifer M. Moyer, Executrix;
Robert A. Bull, Esquire, Law Of-
fices of Bull & Bull, LLC, 106
Market Street, Berwick, PA 18603

ESTATE OF CELESTINE C. MULLEN,

late of Kingston Township (died
August 25, 2025). Martin J. Mul-
len, Executor; Jannell L. Dudick,
Esquire, Comitz Law Firm, LLC, 82
S. Washington St. Wilkes-Barre,
PA 18701

ESTATE OF MARY E. MYLET a/k/a

Mary Ella Chernansky Mylet, late
of Sugarloaf (died November 5,
2010), Raymond C. Mylet, Admin-
istrator; Susan Sernak-Martinelli,
Esquire, Law Office of Susan
Sernak-Martinelli, 199 North
Church Street, Hazleton, PA 18201

ESTATE OF FRANK P. O’KONSK]I, late

of Kingston (died September 6,
2025), Francis O’konski, Adminis-
trator; Hiscox & Musto, 400 Third
Ave., Suite 201, Kingston, PA
18704
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ESTATE OF MARGARET KOLOJE-
JCHICK PALMER a/k/a Margaret
Palmer, late of Swoyersville (died
October 21, 2025), Leonard Kolo-
jejchick, Executor; Jonathan A.
Spohrer, 279 Pierce Street, Kings-
ton, PA 18704

ESTATE OF FLORENCE B. SMITH,
late of Wilkes-Barre Township
(died October 20, 2025), Rosemarie
Hirel, Executrix; Anthony G. Ross,
Esquire, Law Offices of Tony Ross,
126 South Main Street, Pittston,
PA 18640

ESTATE OF RONALD ROBERT SO-
KOLOSKI, late of Nanticoke (died
August 5, 2025), Ronald Sokoloski,
Jr., Executor; Matthew Loftus,
Esquire, 951 Wyoming Avenue,
Forty Fort, PA 18704

ESTATE OF WALTER A. SOWA a/k/a
Walter Sowa a/k/a Walter Andrew
Sowa, late of Nanticoke (died Sep-
tember 29, 2025), Rebecca Bar-
tuska, Executrix; Richard C.
Shiptoski, Esquire, P.O. Box 155,
Shickshinny, PA 18655

ESTATE OF STANLEY ROBERT
SUCHOSKI, late of Wilkes-Barre
(died September 10, 2025), Kath-
leen M. Crane, Administratrix;
John F. Kulick, Esquire, Kulick
Law Firm LLC, 1701 Wyoming
Avenue, Suite 2, Exeter, PA 18643

ESTATE OF MARY L. TTHANSKY
a/k/a Mary Louise Tihansky, late
of Hazleton (died July 23, 2025),
Dominic Dejoseph, Executor;
Saporito, Falcone & Watt, 48
South Main Street, Pittston, PA
18640

ESTATE OF EDNA C. VIVIAN a/k/a
Edna Claire Vivian, late of Wilkes-
Barre (died May 4, 2025), Charles
Robert Vivian, Executor; Patrick J.
Aregood, Esquire, 1218 South
Main St., Wilkes-Barre, PA 18706
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ESTATE OF JOHN C. WASHKO a/k/a
John Washko, Jr. a/k/a John C.
Washko, late of Hazle Township
(died September 6, 2025), Richard
John Washko, Executor; Matthew
J. Nace, Esquire, Elder Law Firm
of Robert Clofine, 340 Pine Grove
Commons, York, PA 17403

ESTATE OF MARY E. WILLIAMS
a/k/a Mary Elizabeth Williams,
late of Wyoming (died October 13,
2025), Genevieve Falzone and
Wayne Hileman, Co-Executors;
Hourigan Kluger & Quinn P.C.,
600 Third Avenue, Kingston, PA
18704

ESTATE OF HELEN M. ZIOMEXK, late
of Hanover Twp. (died September
28, 2025), Mary Ann Kopko, Ex-
ecutrix; Patrick J. Aregood, Es-
quire, 1218 South Main St.,
Wilkes-Barre, Pa 18706

ESTATE OF ROBERT RICHARD
ZIVNY, late of Mountaintop (died
August 29, 2025), Christopher
Mark Zivny, 1422 Garalyn Road,
Harrisburg, PA 17110, Executor

THIRD PUBLICATION

ESTATE OF YVONNE MARY ACK-
OUREY, late of Forty Fort (died
August 28, 2025), Joseph Ack-
ourey and Daniel Ackourey, Co-
Executors; Kelley & Kelley, LLC,
16 Luzerne Avenue, Suite 145,
West Pittston, PA 18643

ESTATE BARBARA ANN CUMMINGS
a/k/a Barbara Cummings, late of
Kingston (died September 26,
2025), Bruce B. Cummings, Ex-
ecutor; Megan P. Maguire, Esquire,
590 Rutter Avenue, Kingston, PA
18704

ESTATE OF HERBERT W. DANIELS
a/k/a Herbert W. Daniels, Jr. of
Pittston (died August 10, 2025),
Deborah Swan, Executrix; Patrick
J. Aregood, Esquire, 1218 South
Main St, Wilkes-Barre, PA 18706



THE LUZERNE LEGAL REGISTER

ESTATE OF JOHN RICHARD DEN-
NIS, SR., late of Kingston (died
October 21, 2025), John R. Den-
nis, Jr., Executor; Thomas Patrick
Hogan, Esquire, Law Office of
Thomas A. O’Connor, P.C., 211-A
East Main Street, Plymouth, PA
18651

ESTATE OF STANLEY S. FIEDORC-
ZYK, late of Wilkes-Barre (died
July 6, 2025), Stanley J. Fiedorc-
zyk and Steven Fiedorczyk, Execu-
tors; Bregman & Lantz, LLC, 1205
Wyoming Ave., Forty Fort, PA
18704

ESTATE OF DONALD GRATALOQ, late
of Hughestown (died April 14,
2024). Susan Gratalo, Executrix;
Anthony G. Ross, Esquire, Law
Offices of Tony Ross, 126 South
Main Street, Pittston, PA 18640

ESTATE OF CONNIE J. GUESTO, late
of Hanover Township (died July 2,
2025), Samuel Guesto Jr., Admin-
istrator; Leonard A. Sanguedolce,
Esquire, 159 South Main Street,
Pittston, PA 18640

ESTATE OF EDWARD J. JOYCE, SR.,
late of Laflin (died September 30,
2025), Edward J. Joyce, Jr., Ex-
ecutor; John J. Terrana, Esquire,
400 Third Avenue, Suite 216,
Kingston, PA 18704

ESTATE OF WALTER KARPOWICH
a/k/a Walter A. Karpowich, late of
Ashley (died October 21, 2025),
Karen L. Germain, Executrix; John
A. Bednarz, Jr. Esquire, P.O. Box
131, Dallas, PA 18612

ESTATE OF STANLEY J. KELLY, JR.
a/k/a Stanley Kelly, late of Dallas
(died October 26, 2025), Jason
Killian, Executor; Rosenn, Jenkins
& Greenwald, LLP, 1065 Highway
315, Suite 200, Wilkes-Barre, PA
18702

ESTATE OF JOSEPH S. KOTCH, late

of Hanover Township (died August
29, 2025), Joanne Beemiller and
Linda Carey, Co-Executrices;
Laura C. Dennis, Esquire, or Wil-
liam Opeil, II, Esquire, 843 Exeter
Avenue, West Pittston, PA 18643

ESTATE OF ROBERT F. LaNUNZIATA,

late of Swoyersville (died October
10, 2025). James LaNunziata,
Administrator; Frank J. Aritz, Es-
quire, 23 West Walnut Street,
Kingston, PA 18704

ESTATE OF RYAN C. MOONEY, late

of Wilkes-Barre (died June 25,
2025), Lisa A. Mooney, Adminis-
tratrix; Terrana Law, P.C., Angelo
C. Terrana, Jr., Esquire, 400 Third
Avenue, Suite 117, Kingston, PA
18704

ESTATE OF ALEJANDRO MONTES

a/k/a Alejandro Julian Montes
a/k/a Alejandro J. Montes, late of
Kingston (died October 14, 2025),
Militza Suarez-Favetta, Adminis-
tratrix; William F. Burke, Esquire,
Burke Vullo Reilly Roberts, 1460
Wyoming Avenue, Forty Fort, PA
18704-4237

ESTATE OF MARY M. MURPHY a/k/a

Mary Elizabeth Murphy, late of
Wright Township (died August 2,
2025), Michael J. Murphy, Execu-
tor; Francis J. Hoegen, Esquire,
152 South Franklin Street, Wilkes-
Barre, PA 18701

ESTATE OF ADELIA O. POWELL, late

of Kingston (died October 26,
2025), Robert D. Powell, Executor;
Thomas Patrick Hogan, Esquire,
Law Office of Thomas A. O’Connor,
P.C., 211-A East Main Street,
Plymouth, PA 18651

ESTATE OF CATHERINE M. SMED-

LEY a/k/a Catherine Smedley, late
of Kingston (died October 14,
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2025), Paul Smedley, Executor;
Thomas Patrick Hogan, Esquire,
Law Office of Thomas A. O’Connor,
P.C., 211-A East Main Street,
Plymouth, PA 18651

ESTATE OF REGINA C. RUSSO, late
of Duryea (died August 19, 2025),
Benjamin A. Russo, Executor;
Nicholas A. Barna, Esquire, Barna
Law, 207 Tenth St., Honesdale, PA
18431

ESTATE OF BARBARA A. SMITH, late
of Hanover Twp. (died August 26,
2025), Robert Yuska, Executor;
Hiscox & Musto, 400 Third Ave.,
Suite 201, Kingston, PA 18704

ESTATE OF WILLIAM J SMITH, III,
late of Dallas (died January 24,
2025), Maura Smith, Executrix;
Joseph J. Mashinski, Esquire, 109
James Street, Kingston, PA 18704

ESTATE OF LEONARD TERRITO, late
of Wilkes-Barre (died August 2,
2025), Lorenzo Territo, Adminis-
trator; Bernard Walter, Esquire,
1674 North Memorial Highway,
Shavertown, PA 18708

ESTATE OF HOLLI E. WACHILLA
a/k/a Holli Elizabeth Wachilla,
late of Plains (died August 25,
2025), Allen J. Wachilla and Carrie
A. Wachilla, Administrators; Kizis
Law P.C., 61 N. Washington Street,
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18701

ESTATE OF RICHARD A. WERSING-
ER, late of Hazleton (died October
9, 2025), Richard J. Wersinger,
Executor; Robert S. Sensky, Es-
quire, Laputka, Bayless, Ecker &
Cohn, P.C., One South Church
Street, Suite 301 Hazleton, PA
18201

ESTATE OF THOMAS W. YOUNG-
BLOOD, late of Wilkes-Barre (died
July 3, 2025), Frances Young-
blood, Executor; Hiscox & Musto,
400 Third Ave., Suite 201, Kings-
ton, PA 18704

NOTICE OF SUSPENSION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that on November 14, 2025, pur-
suant to Rule 214(d)(5),
Pa.R.D.E., the Supreme Court of
Pennsylvania ordered that MI-
CHAEL JOSEPH FARLEY
(#321884), whose registered ad-
dress is in Kingston, PA be placed
on Temporary Suspension from
the practice of law until further
definitive action by the Court, to
be effective December 14, 2025.

Marcee D. Sloan

Board Prothonotary

The Disciplinary Board of the

Supreme Court of

Pennsylvania

Nov. 28

NOTICE

JR. PATRIOT
FOOTBALL AND CHEER
has been incorporated under
the provisions of the Pennsylva-
nia Nonprofit Corporation Law of
1988, as amended.
THE MATTIOLI LAW FIRM
425 Biden Street
Suite 300
Scranton, PA 18503
Nov. 28

IN THE COURT OF COMMON
PLEAS OF LUZERNE COUNTY
CIVIL ACTION—LAW
IN DIVORCE

No.: 13329-2016

THANIA YOUNG CONYERS
Plaintiff
V.
WARREN CONYERS a/k/a
JAH’KUR MIVEL
Defendant
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NOTICE

If you wish to deny any of the
statements set forth in this affi-
davit, your must file a counter-
affidavit within twenty (20) days
after this affidavit has been
served on you or the statements
will be admitted.

AFFIDAVIT UNDER SECTION
3301 (d) OF THE DIVORCE
CODE

1. The parties to this action
separated on December 1 of
2016, and have continued to live
separate and apart.

2. Check (a) of (b):

(a) The date of separation
was prior to December 1, 2016,
and the parties have continued
to live separate and apart for a
period of at least two years.

__ X__(b) The date of separa-
tion was on or after December 1,
2016, and the parties have con-
tinued to live separate and apart
for a period of at least one year.

3. The marriage is irretrievably
broken.

4.Iunderstand that I may lose
rights concerning alimony, divi-
sion of property, lawyer’s fee or
expenses if I do not claim them
before a divorce is granted.

I verify that the statements
made in this affidavit are true
and correct. I understand that
false statements herein are made
subject to the penalties of 18 Pa.
C.S. § 4904 relating to unsworn
falsification to authorities.

DATE November 18, 2025

/s/ Thania Young Conyers

COUNTER AFFIDAVIT UNDER

SECTION 3301(d) OF THE

DIVORCE CODE
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1. Check either (a) or (b):

(@)___Idonot oppose the entry
of a Divorce Decree.

(b)_ I oppose the entry of a
Divorce Decree because (check
(i), (ii), or both.

(i)_The parties to this action
have not lived separate and apart
for a period of at least one year.

(ii)__ The marriage is not ir-
retrievably broken.

2. Check either (a) or (b):

(a)__ I do not wish to make
any claims for economic relief. I
understand that I may lose rights
concerning alimony, division of
property, lawyer’s fees or ex-
penses if I do not claim them
before a divorce is granted.

(b)___ I wish to claim eco-
nomic relief which may include
alimony, division of property,
lawyer’s fees or expenses or
other important rights.

I understand that in addition
to checking (b) above, I must also
file all of my economic claims
with the Prothonotary in writing
and serve them on the other
party. If I fail to do so before the
date set forth on the Notice of
Intention to Request Entry of
§3301(d) Divorce Decree, the
Divorce Decree may be entered
without further notice to me, and
I shall be unable thereafter to file
any economic claims.

I verify that the statements
made in this Counter-Affidavit
are true and correct. I under-
stand that false statements
herein are made subject to the
penalties of 18 Pa.C.S. § 4904
relating to unsworn falsification
to authorities.

Date;
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TO: WARREN CONYERS a/k/a LORINE ANGELO OGURKIS,

JAH’KUR MIVEL ESQUIRE
NOTICE Attorney 1.D. #91337

IF YOU DO NOT WISH TO OP- OGURKIS LAW, LLC
POSE THE ENTRY OF A DI- 21 North Locust Street
VORCE DECREE AND YOU DO Hazleton, PA 18201
NOT WISH TO MAKE ANY CLAIM (570) 453-9777
FOR ECONOMIC RELIEF, YOU logurkis@ogurkislaw.com
SHOULD NOT FILE THIS Nov. 28

COUNTER-AFFIDAVIT.
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ON-GOING REMINDER
FROM THE LAW LIBRARY

TO: ALL W-BLLA MEMBER BOOK BORROWERS

THE LAW LIBRARY IS REQUIRED TO HAVE AVAILABLE ALL
HARDCOPY BOOKS FOR USE BY ATTORNEY MEMBERS, JUDGES,
COURTHOUSE PERSONNEL, AND MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL
PUBLIC.

BOOK BORROWING IS LIMITED TO THREE BOOKS AT A
TIME.

AND PLEASE RETURN THE ITEMS TO THE LAW LIBRARY AS
QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE SO THAT WE MAY HAVE THESE
MATERIALS MADE AVAILABLE TO OTHER LIBRARY USERS.

THANK YOU.
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To W-BLLA Members:

Anyone having Bar News, such as receiving an award or
recognition or being appointed to a position and would like
The Legal Register to mention it as Bar News, please contact
Gail by e-mail at Gail. Kopiak@luzernecounty.org or call
The Law Library at (570) 822-6712.
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