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HOLIDAY HOURS 
 

The Register & Bar Offices 
will be 

CLOSED 
 

Friday, December 22nd, 
Monday, December 25th, 
Tuesday, December 26th, 
Friday, December 29th, 
Monday, January 1st. 

 
 
 

                                                  Dec. 8 - 29 

 

 

Dec. 8, 15, 22, 29
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HOURS 
 

Daily  
8:30 A.M. – 4:30 P.M. 

 
The Law Library is OPEN to 

W-BLLA Members 24/7. 
 

To be Vetted by the Sheriff’s Office for 
specific After hours Courthouse 

Building Access, submit the Form on 
the next page whenever access is 

necessary.  



6

 
W-BLLA MEMBERS REQUEST TO BE VETTED FOR 

AFTER HOURS COURTHOUSE BUILDING ACCESS  
FOR USE OF THE LAW LIBRARY 

 
SUBMIT THIS REQUEST TO THE 

 LUZERNE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT  
SEND TO:    eugene.gurnari@luzernecounty.org 

 
 
YOUR NAME:   _________________________________________________ 
 
SUPREME COURT I.D. #: ______________ TEL #  ____________________________ 
 
EMAIL ADDRESS:   _____________________________________________________     
 
OFFICE ADDRESS:  _____________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________  
 

PLEASE STATE SPECIFICALLY THE DATES FOR THE 
NIGHT TIME OR WEEKEND  

AFTER HOUR ACCESS BEING REQUESTED:  
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

(The Sheriff’s Department will let you know if your request  
for After Hours Access to the Building is granted and for the time period 

it has been granted for.  Your Library Access Card will then be 
programmed to let you into the building for this period of time so that you 

may have After Hours Access). 
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                                                                                 Oct. 27 – Jan. 26 

Oct. 27—Jan. 26
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Winning Appellate Strategies
 — Exceptional Practice 

Led by a former judge of the United 
States Court of Appeals for the Third 
Circuit and a highly distinguished 
appellate litigator 

 — Esteemed Reputation  
Highly regarded among state and 
federal appellate judges and 
practitioners nationwide 

 — Pragmatic Solutions 
Cost effective approaches backed by 
high-profile, precedent-setting 
successes

Hon. Thomas I. Vanaskie (Ret.)
570.969.5360 
thomas.vanaskie@stevenslee.com

www.stevenslee.com

Karl S. Myers
215.751.2864 
karl.myers@stevenslee.com

ATTORNEY DISCIPLINARY / ETHICS MATTERS

1460 Wyoming Avenue, Forty Fort, PA 18704
(570) 343-1827

Representation, consultation and expert testimony in disciplinary  
matters and matters involving ethical issues, bar admissions and the 

Rules of Professional Conduct

James C. Schwartzman, Esq.
Judge, Court of Judicial Discipline (retired) • Former Chairman, 

Judicial Conduct Board of Pennsylvania • Former Chairman, 
Disciplinary Board of the Supreme Court of PA • Former Chairman, 

Continuing Legal Education Board of the Supreme Court of PA • 
Former Chairman, Supreme Court of PA Interest on Lawyers Trust 

Account Board • Former Federal Prosecutor • Selected by his peers 
as one of the top 100 Super Lawyers in PA • Named by his peers 
as Best Lawyers in America 2022 and 2015 Philadelphia “Lawyer 
of the Year” Ethics and Professional Responsibility Law and Legal 

Malpractice Law
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IN RE:  : IN THE COURT OF 
 : COMMON PLEAS
JOAN HOGGARTH, : OF LUZERNE
DIRECTOR OF JUDICIAL : COUNTY
SERVICES AND RECORDS : 
OF LUZERNE COUNTY : CIVIL DIVISION
 :
REQUEST TO INCREASE : No. 2023-11567
FEES OF THAT SECTION :
OF THE DIVISION OF  :
JUDICIAL SERVICES AND :
RECORDS, FORMERLY :
REFERRED TO AS THE  :
OFFICE OF THE :
PROTHONOTARY :

ORDER

AND NOW, this 9 day of November, 2023, upon consid-
eration of the within Petition, and pursuant to 42 P.S.  
§ 21071.1, which authorizes the Prothonotary to increase fees 
consistent with the percentage of increase in the Consumer 
Price Index for Urban Workers for the immediate three-year 
period preceding the last increase, the Court takes judicial 
notice that the proposed increase in fees is within the allowed 
percentage increase (4.9% max). 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED AND DECREED that the 
Court approves the increases in the fee schedule for that 
section of the Division of Judicial Services and Records, for-
merly referred to as the Office of the Prothonotary, effective 
January 1, 2024, as per the Prothonotary Fee Schedule at-
tached hereto and marked as Exhibit “A”. The Director of 
Judicial Services and Records of Luzerne County is hereby 
directed to file this Order and this Order shall be published 
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on the Luzerne County website and in the Luzerne County 
Legal Register and Pennsylvania Bulletin. 

 BY THE COURT:

 /s/ Michael T. Vough 
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IN RE :  IN THE COURT OF 
 : COMMON PLEAS
JOAN HOGGARTH, : OF LUZERNE
DIRECTOR OF JUDICIAL : COUNTY
SERVICES AND RECORDS : 
OF LUZERNE COUNTY : CIVIL DIVISION
 :
REQUEST TO INCREASE : No. 2023-11567
FEES OF THAT SECTION :
OF THE DIVISION OF  :
JUDICIAL SERVICES AND :
RECORDS, FORMERLY :
REFERRED TO AS THE  :
OFFICE OF THE :
PROTHONOTARY :

PETITION OF JOAN HOGGARTH, DIRECTOR 
OF JUDICIAL SERVICES AND RECORDS 

OF LUZERNE COUNTY, TO INCREASE THE 
FEES OF THAT SECTION OF THE DIVISION OF 

JUDICIAL SERVICES AND RECORDS, 
FORMERLY REFERRED TO AS THE OFFICE 

OF THE PROTHONOTARY 
Joan Hoggarth, Director of Judicial Services and Records 

of Luzerne County, through her counsel, Mark Makowski, 
Esquire, respectfully requests this Honorable Court increase 
the fees of that section of the Division of Judicial Services 
and Records, formerly referred to as the Office of the Pro-
thonotary as proposed in Exhibit “A” which is attached 
hereto, and avers as follows in support thereof:

1. This Honorable Court has the authority to increase the 
Prothonotary’s fees pursuant to 42 P.S. §21071.1.

2. Pursuant to 42 P.S. § 21071.1, the Prothonotary has the 
right to petition for an increase in fees every three years 
provided that the amount of the increase is not greater than 
the percentage of the increase in the Consumer Price Index 
for Urban Workers for three years immediately preceding 
the last increase. 42 P.S. §21071.1.
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3. The Luzerne County Prothonotary has not raised its fee 
since January 1, 2021.

4. Section 12.04 of Luzerne County’s Home Rule Charter, 
effective January 1, 2012, eliminated the Elective Office of 
the Prothonotary.

5. Section 12.07(E) provides, as follows: “The Division of 
Judicial Services and Records shall be responsible for: the 
services and functions that prior to the effective date of this 
Charter were performed by the Clerk of Courts, Coroner, 
Prothonotary, Recorder of Deeds, Register of Wills, and 
Sheriff, and any other powers, duties, programs, services, or 
functions that may be assigned by the Administrative Code.” 
Emphasis added.

6. Joan Hoggarth is the duly appointed Director of Judicial 
Services and Records of Luzerne County.

7.The proposed fee bill with proposed increases that do 
not exceed 4.9% is attached hereto and marked as Exhibit 
“A”.

8. The current fee bill is attached hereto and marked as 
Exhibit “B”. [Not published herein.]

9. It is believed and therefore averred that the proposed 
percentage increase is within the range authorized by 42 P.S. 
§ 21071.1 in that it does not exceed the percentage of the 
increase in the Consumer Price Index for Urban Workers for 
three years immediately preceding the last increase, i.e., 
January 1, 2021. 

WHEREFORE, Joan Hoggarth, Director of Judicial Ser-
vices and Records of Luzerne County, through her counsel, 
respectfully requests this Honorable Court, pursuant to 42 
P.S. § 21071.1, approve the fees as set forth in Exhibit “A” 
effective January 1, 2024.

 Respectfully Submitted,
 By: /s/ Mark Makowski
 Mark Makowski, Esquire
 Attorney for Petitioner
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VERIFICATION
I, JOAN HOGGARTH, Director of Judicial Services and 

Records of Luzerne County, verify that the statements made 
in the foregoing PETITION are true and correct to the best 
of my knowledge.

The undersigned understands this Verification is made 
subject to the penalties of 18 Pa.C.S. §4904 relating to un-
sworn falsification to authorities.

 /s/ Joan Hoggarth
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EXHIBIT A
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Dec. 1—29
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IN RE:  : IN THE COURT OF 
 : COMMON PLEAS
JOAN HOGGARTH, : OF LUZERNE
DIRECTOR OF JUDICIAL : COUNTY
SERVICES AND RECORDS : 
OF LUZERNE COUNTY : CIVIL DIVISION
 :
REQUEST TO INCREASE : No. 1165 MD 23
FEES OF THAT SECTION :
OF THE DIVISION OF  :
JUDICIAL SERVICES AND :
RECORDS, FORMERLY :
REFERRED TO AS THE  :
OFFICE OF THE CLERK :
OF COURTS :

ORDER

AND NOW, this 9 day of November, 2023, upon consid-
eration of the within Petition, and pursuant to 42 P.a.C.S.A 
§1725.4, which authorizes the Clerk of Courts to increase 
fees consistant with the percentage of increase in the Con-
sumer Price Index for Urban Workers for the immediate 
three-year period preceding the last increase, the Court takes 
judicial notice that the proposed increase in fees is within the 
allowed percentage increase (4.9% max). 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED AND DECREED that the 
Court approves the increases in the fee schedule for that 
section of the Division of Judicial Services and Records, for-
merly referred to as the Office of the Clerk of Courts, effec-
tive January 1, 2024, as per the Clerk of Court Fee Schedule 
attached hereto and marked as Exhibit “A”. The Director of 
Judicial Services and Records of Luzerne County is hereby 
directed to file this Order and this Order shall be published 
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on the Luzerne County website and in the Luzerne County 
Legal Register and Pennsylvania Bulletin.

 BY THE COURT:

 /s/ Michael T. Vough 
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IN RE:  : IN THE COURT OF 
 : COMMON PLEAS
JOAN HOGGARTH, : OF LUZERNE
DIRECTOR OF JUDICIAL : COUNTY
SERVICES AND RECORDS : 
OF LUZERNE COUNTY : CIVIL DIVISION
 :
REQUEST TO INCREASE : No. 1165 MD 23
FEES OF THAT SECTION :
OF THE DIVISION OF  :
JUDICIAL SERVICES AND :
RECORDS, FORMERLY :
REFERRED TO AS THE  :
OFFICE OF THE CLERK :
OF COURTS :

PETITION OF JOAN HOGGARTH, DIRECTOR 
OF JUDICIAL SERVICES AND RECORDS OF 

LUZERNE COUNTY, TO INCREASE THE FEES 
OF THAT SECTION OF THE DIVISION OF 

JUDICIAL SERVICES AND RECORDS, 
FORMERLY REFERRED TO AS THE OFFICE OF 

THE CLERK OF COURTS 
Joan Hoggarth, Director of Judicial Services and Records 

of Luzerne County, through her counsel, Mark Makowski, 
Esquire, respectfully requests this Honorable Court increase 
the fees of that section of the Division of Judicial Services 
and Records, formerly referred to as the Office of the Clerk 
of Courts as proposed in Exhibit “A” which is attached 
hereto, and avers as follows in support thereof:

1. This Honorable Court has the authority to increase the 
Clerk of Court fees pursuant to 42 Pa.C.S.A §1725.4.

2. Pursuant to 42 Pa.C.S.A §1725.4, the Clerk of Courts 
has the right to petition for an increase in fees every three 
years provided that the amount of the increase is not greater 
than the percentage of the increase in the Consumer Price 
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Index for Urban Workers for three years immediately preced-
ing the last increase. 42 Pa.C.S.A §1725.4.

3. The Luzerne County Clerk of Courts has not raised its 
fee since January 1, 2021. 

4. Section 12.04 of Luzerne County’s Home Rule Charter, 
effective January 1, 2012, eliminated the Elective Office of 
the Clerk of Courts. 

5. Section 12.07(E) provides, as follows: “The Division of 
Judicial Services and Records shall be responsible for: the 
services and functions that prior to the effective date of this 
Charter were performed by the Clerk of Courts, Coroner, 
Prothonotary, Recorder of Deeds, Register of Wills, and 
Sheriff, and any other powers, duties, programs, services, or 
functions that may be assigned by the Administrative Code.” 
Emphasis added. 

6. Joan Hoggarth is the duly appointed Director of Judicial 
Services and Records of Luzerne County. 

7. The proposed fee bill with proposed increases that do 
not exceed 4.9% is attached hereto and marked as Exhibit 
“A”.

8. The current fee bill is attached hereto and marked as 
Exhibit “B”. [Not published herein.]

9. It is believed and therefore averred that the proposed 
percentage increase is within the range authorized by 
42 Pa.C.S.A §1725.4 in that it does not exceed the percentage 
of the increase in the Consumer Price Index for Urban Work-
ers for three years immediately preceding the last increase, 
i.e., January 1, 2021.

WHEREFORE, Joan Hoggarth, Director of Judicial Ser-
vices and Records of Luzerne County, through her counsel, 
respectfully requests this Honorable Court, pursuant to 
42 Pa.C.S.A §1725.4, approve the fees as set forth in Ex-
hibit “A” effective January 1, 2024.

 By: /s/ Mark Makowski
 Mark Makowski, Esquire
 Attorney for Petitioner
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VERIFICATION
I, JOAN HOGGARTH, Director of Judicial Services and 

Records of Luzerne County, verify that the statements made 
in the foregoing PETITION are true and correct to the best 
of my knowledge.

The undersigned understands this Verification is made 
subject to the penalties of 18 Pa.C.S. §4904 relating to un-
sworn falsification to authorities.

 /s/ Joan Hoggarth
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EXHIBIT A
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Dec. 8, 15, 22, 29
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HOLIDAY HOURS 
In observance of the upcoming holidays, 

North Penn Legal Services will be closed on 
the following days: 

 
 

Christmas:  
Monday, December 25th and 
Tuesday, December 26th. 

 
New Year’s: 

Friday, December 29th and 
Monday, January 1st. 

 
 

Dec. 15 -29 
 
 

Dec. 15, 22, 29



42

Photos of the 2023 Attorney Admissions 
 

We had two attorneys admitted to Federal Court this 
year, with one being admitted in person at the Max Rosenn 
U.S. Courthouse in Wilkes-Barre at 9:00 a.m. on 
Wednesday, December 6th. 

 
Shown in the photo below is Attorney Matthew T. 

Finnegan and his sponsor, Attorney Catherine R. O’Donnell, 
with the Federal Judges and Bar Officers, including Attorney 
Michael J. McDonald, President of the Pennsylvania Bar 
Association, Michael’s parents and Attorney Barry H. 
Dyller.     
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At 10:30 a.m. that same morning, the W-BLLA held the 
admissions into the Association.  A total of six attorneys 
were admitted this year at the en banc Court ceremony held 
in Courtroom No. 1 on the Third Floor of the Luzerne 
County Courthouse.   

 
The attorneys and their sponsors were as follows: 

 
Gabrielle Hartzel, Esq.  
Sponsored by:  Hon. Tina Polachek Gartley. 
 
Ryan Kelleher, Esq.  
Sponsored by:  Hon. Lesa S. Gelb. 
 
Katlin R. Humenansky, Esq.  
Sponsored by:  Hon. Joseph M. Cosgrove (Ret.). 
 
Matthew T. Finnegan, Esq. 
Sponsored by:  Catherine R. O’Donnell, Esq. 
 
Rachel Insalaco, Esq.  
Sponsored by:  Joseph D. Burke, Sr., Esq. 
 
Rachel A. Jones, Esq.            
Sponsored by:  Jarrett J. Ferentino, Esq. 
 

Judge Gelb administered the oath to the admitted 
members, while Judge Toohil delivered the remarks of the 
Court.   
 
 



44

 
Attorney Girard J. Mecadon, President of the Wilkes-

Barre Law & Library Association, and Attorney Jessica 
Miraglia, President of the Wilkes-Barre Law & Library 
Association Young Lawyers’ Division, then presented 
remarks.  Following these remarks, Andy Molitoris (the W-
BLLA Bar Photographer) took this keepsake group photo of 
the admitted attorneys with the Court and the W-BLLA 
Officers and W-BLLA YLD Officers.   
 

 
 

A reception was then held in the Law Library for the 
participants and their families.   

 
It was a very festive and great day for everyone who 

celebrated and took part in these events! 
 

                                                                                   Dec. 22 
Dec. 22
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SAVE THE DATE: 
 

 
TO: MEMBERS OF THE 
WILKES-BARRE LAW 
& LIBRARY ASSN. 
 
FROM: JOSEPH P.J. 
BURKE, III, ESQ., 
SECRETARY. 
 
 

Notice is hereby given that the 
ANNUAL MEETING of the Wilkes-Barre  

Law and Library Association will be held on Friday, 
January 19, 2024, at Noon  
at the Westmoreland Club, Wilkes-Barre. 

 
W-BLLA MEMBERS’ COST IS $15.00. 

 
Details and  

a registration ad 
 will run after  
the New Year! 

 
                                                                              Dec. 22, 29 

Dec. 22, 29
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DECEDENTS’ ESTATES
Notice is hereby given that 

letters testamentary or of admini-
stration have been granted in the 
following estates. All persons in-
debted to said estates are requi-
red to make payment and those 
having claims or demands to 
present the same without delay 
to the administrators or executors 
named or their attorneys

FIRST PUBLICATION
ESTATE OF PATRICIA ANN BINIEK 

a/k/a Patricia A. Biniek a/k/a 
Patricia Biniek, late of Plains (died 
November 14, 2023), Lisa M. Ti-
tus, Executrix; Angela F. Stevens, 
Esquire, 400 Third Avenue, Suite 
101, Kingston, PA 18704

ESTATE OF PHILIP CONLON, late of 
Lehman Twp. (died November 20, 
2023), Philip J. Conlon, Executor; 
David E. Schwager, Esquire, 183 
Market Street, Suite 100, King-
ston, PA 18704-5444

ESTATE OF LINDA JEAN DIANESE 
a/k/a Linda Dianese, late of Ha-
zleton (died September 21, 2023), 
Sandra A. Hoppey, Administra-
trix; James V. Senape, Jr., Es-
quire, Catherine A. McGovern, 
Esquire, Michael B. Senape, Es-
quire, Senape & Associates, 612-
614 Main Street, P.O. Box 179, 
Freeland, PA 18224-0179

ESTATE OF ALBERT G. ENDRES, 
JR., late of Hughestown (died 
September 13, 2023), James R. 
Endres, Administrator; Saporito, 
Falcone & Watt, 48 South Main 
St., Pittston, PA 18640

ESTATE OF JOHN PAUL FLADD, late 
of Dallas Township (died Septem-
ber 16, 2023), William Paul Sudol, 
Administrator; Rosenn, Jenkins 
& Greenwald, LLP, 1065 Highway 
315, Suite 200, Wilkes-Barre, PA 
18702

ESTATE OF LOUIS F. GOERINGER 
a/k/a Louis Goeringer a/k/a Lou 
Goeringer, late of Kingston (died 
November 21, 2023), Louise Kon-
dracki and Anne Gates, Co- 
Executrices; Hourigan, Kluger & 
Quinn, P.C., 600 Third Avenue, 
Kingston, PA 18704

ESTATE THOMAS P. HUGHES a/k/a 
Thomas Parry Hughes, late of 
Mountain Top (died October 29, 
2023), Megan P. Maguire, Esquire, 
Executrix; Megan P. Maguire, 
Esquire, 590 Rutter Avenue, 
Kingston, PA 18704

ESTATE OF PEDRO PABLO LOZANO, 
late of Freeland (died April 4, 
2020), Maria Bueno Coronado, 
Administratrix; Lorine Angelo 
Ogurkis, Esquire, Ogurkis Law, 
LLC, 21 North Locust Street, 
Hazleton, PA 18201

ESTATE OF MARITA M. MARCHETTI 
a/k/a Marita Marchetti, late of 
Conyngham (died October 31, 
2023), Leslie A. Marchetti, Execu-
trix; Susan Sernak-Martinelli, 
Esquire, Law Office of Susan 
Sernak-Martinelli, 199 North 
Church Street, Hazleton, PA 
18201

ESTATE OF MARK F. MILLER, late 
of Drums (died September 29, 
2023), Ursula A. Uhrin, Adminis-
tratrix; Susan Sernak-Martinelli, 
Esquire, Law Office of Susan 
Sernak-Martinelli, 199 North 
Church Street, Hazleton, PA 
18201

ESTATE OF DONALD J. MORGAN-
TINI, late of Wright Township (died 
September 24, 2023), Rita J. 
Morgantini, Administratrix; John 
J. Terrana, Esquire, 400 Third 
Avenue, Suite 216, Kingston, PA 
18704

ESTATE OF SARA A. MURTHA, late 
of Jenkins Township (died Octo-
ber 18, 2023), Thomas M. Murtha 
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and Mary Ellen Schulze, Execu-
tors; Saporito, Falcone & Watt, 48 
South Main St., Pittston, PA 
18640

ESTATE OF DOLORES NORTON 
a/k/a Dolores A. Norton, late of 
Wilkes-Barre (died November 25, 
2023), Charles John Norton, Ex-
ecutor; Elliot B. Edley, Esquire, 
37 N. River Street, Wilkes-Barre, 
PA 18702

ESTATE OF ELEANOR ROGERS, late 
of Hazleton (died September 18, 
2023), Daniel Rogers, Executor; 
The Seach Law Offices, 466 State 
Route 93, Sugarloaf, PA 18249

ESTATE OF MATTHEW JOHN TEM-
CHATIN a/k/a Matthew J. Tem-
chatin, late of Butler Township 
(died October 26, 2023), Melissa 
Lynn Temchatin, Administratrix; 
Saporito, Falcone & Watt, 48 
South Main St., Pittston, PA 
18640

ESTATE OF DONNA MARIE VRHEL 
a/k/a Donna L. Vrhel, late of 
Lehman Township (died November 
18, 2023), Renee Vrhel and An-
drew Vrhel, Executors; Michael J. 
Bendick, Esquire, P.O. Box 1733, 
Shavertown, PA 18708

SECOND PUBLICATION
ESTATE OF MICHELE AURISANO, 

late of Hazleton (died October 22, 
2023), Michele R. Aurisano, Ex-
ecutrix; Joseph R. Baranko, Jr., 
Esquire, Slusser Law Firm, 1620 
North Church Street, Suite 1, 
Hazleton, PA 18202

ESTATE OF GEORGE JOHN BECK-
ER, JR. a/k/a George Becker, late 
of Plymouth (died September 10, 
2023), John Anthony Becker, Ex-
ecutor; Thomas P. Brennan, Es-
quire, Gallagher, Brennan & Gill, 
220 Pierce Street, Kingston, PA 
18704-4641

ESTATE OF ROSE MARY BEHM 
a/k/a Rosemary T. Behm, late of 
Plymouth (died October 13, 2023), 
George Mizzer, Sr., Executor; 
Thomas Patrick Hogan, Esquire, 
Law Office of Thomas A. O’Connor, 
PC, 601 Wyoming Avenue, King-
ston, PA 18704

ESTATE OF CAROL A. BLOOM, late 
of Kingston (died October 17, 
2023), Charles Bloom, Administra-
tor; Samuel A. Falcone, Esquire, 
900 Rutter Avenue, Box 24, Forty 
Fort, PA 18704

ESTATE OF MARY JANE COOPER 
a/k/a Mary J. Cooper, late of 
Wilkes-Barre (died July 21, 2022), 
David Cooper, Executor; David W. 
Saba, Esquire, 345 Market St., 
Kingston, PA 18704

ESTATE OF ANNA ESPOSITO a/k/a 
Anna M. Esposito a/k/a Anna 
Mary Margaret Esposito, late of 
Hazle Township (died November 7, 
2023), Joseph P. Esposito, Execu-
tor; Barbara Sumple-Sullivan, 
Esquire, 549 Bridge Street, New 
Cumberland, PA 17070

ESTATE OF VICTORIA GIOVAN-
NUCCI, late of White Haven (died 
October 28, 2023), Debra Zahay, 
Executrix; Donald J. Karpowich, 
Esquire, 85 Drasher Rd., Drums, 
PA 18222

ESTATE OF HELEN HARRISON, late 
of Kingston (died November 4, 
2023), John Harrison, Administra-
tor; Hourigan, Kluger & Quinn, 
P.C., 600 Third Avenue, Kingston, 
PA 18704

ESTATE OF MICHAEL EDDY JOHN-
SON, late of Freeland (died August 
20, 2023), Jeremiah Shane John-
son, Administrator; Hiscox & 
Musto, 400 Third Ave., Suite 201, 
Kingston, PA 18704
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ESTATE OF DOLORES A. KEELER, 
late of Duryea (died May 19, 2019), 
Allison Grazious and Katie Grazi-
ous, Co-Administratrices; Kelley, 
Polishan & Solfanelli, LLC, 259 S. 
Keyser Ave., Old Forge, PA 18518

ESTATE OF JASPER KIRKLAND, late 
of West Pittston (died September 
30, 2023), Karen Luff, Administra-
trix; Hiscox & Musto, 400 Third 
Ave., Suite 201, Kingston, PA 
18704

ESTATE OF ROSEMARIE KRAVITS, 
late of Kingston Twp. (died Novem-
ber 11, 2023), Corinne Kravits and 
Stefanie Parulis, Co-Executrices; 
Donald P. Roberts, Esquire, Burke 
Vullo Reilly Roberts, 1460 Wyo-
ming Avenue, Forty Fort, PA 18704

ESTATE OF JAMES M. McDERMOTT, 
late of Laflin (died September 21, 
2023), Thomas E. Winarski, Ex-
ecutor; Jonathan A. Spohrer, Es-
quire, 279 Pierce St., Kingston, PA 
18704

ESTATE OF PHYLLIS A. NORMAN, 
late of Hazleton (died March 3, 
2023), Craig W. Norman, Executor; 
Gregory J. Pavlovitz, Esquire, Pav-
lovitz & Fackenthal, LLC, 408 W. 
Market Street, 1st Floor, Pottsville, 
PA 17901 

ESTATE OF KEITH M. ROGERS, late 
of Kingston (died September 24, 
2023), Alan L. Rogers, Executor; 
Michael J. Bendick, Esquire, P.O. 
Box 1733, Shavertown, PA 18708

ESTATE OF URAYOAN I. LOPEZ RO-
SADO a/k/a Urayoan Lopez, late 
of Butler Twp. (died August 20, 
2023), Myriam E. Horchar, Admin-
istratrix; Mary E. Podlogar, Es-
quire, 608 W. Main St., Lansdale, 
PA 19446-2012

ESTATE OF ALICE H. SALLADA, late 
of Dallas (died October 26, 2023), 
John F. Sallada, III, Executor; 

Chad J. Sweigart, Esquire, Dyller 
& Solomon, LLC, 88 North Frank-
lin Street, Wilkes-Barre, PA 18701

ESTATE OF ROBERT C. SPATHELF, 
SR. a/k/a Robert Spathelf, late of 
Duryea (died April 27, 2023), Ellen 
Spathelf, Administratrix; Patrick 
N. Coleman, Esquire, Tellie & Cole-
man, P.C., 310 East Drinker St., 
Dunmore, PA 18512

ESTATE OF DAVID M. STAUB, late of 
Lehman Twp. (died February 9, 
2023), Cindy Staub, Administra-
trix; Hiscox & Musto, 400 Third 
Ave., Suite 201, Kingston, PA 
18704

ESTATE OF DAVID S. TWARDOWSKI, 
late of Larksville (died September 
23, 2023), Jeffrey M. Twardowski, 
Administrator; Michael J. Bendick, 
Esquire, P.O. Box 1733, Shaver-
town, PA 18708

ESTATE OF NANCY A. WILLIS a/k/a 
Nancy Willis, late of Hazleton (died 
November 10, 2023), Christopher 
D. Cavenas, Executor; Peter 
O’Donnell, Esquire, 305 South 
Church Street, Suite 175, Hazle-
ton, PA 18201

ESTATE OF REBECCA A. ZDANCE-
WICZ, late of Luzerne (died Novem-
ber 12, 2021), Thomas P. Zdance-
wicz, Administrator; Ralph J. 
Johnston, Jr., Esquire, Johnston 
and Johnston Law Office, 250 
Pierce Street, Suite 308, Kingston, 
PA 18704

THIRD PUBLICATION
ESTATE OF FRANK D. ANCHARSKI 

a/k/a Franklin D. Ancharski, late 
of Butler Township (died October 
20, 2023), Randall J. Ancharski, 
Executor; The Seach Law Offices, 
466 State Route 93, Sugarloaf, PA 
18249

ESTATE OF DIANE C. BASTA, late of 
Edwardsville, Holly Devenney, 
Administratrix; Stephen T. Elin-
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ski, Esquire, Salvo Rogers Elinski 
& Scullin, 510 E. Township Line 
Rd., #150, Blue Bell, PA 19422

ESTATE OF GEORGE W. BEREZ-
NAK, late of West Hazleton (died 
July 14, 2023), John Bereznak, 
23 Paul Revere Dr., Hanover Twp., 
PA 18706, Executor

ESTATE OF ANITA MARIE BOU- 
TEILLER, late of Pringle (died 
November 12, 2023), Richard 
Rutkowski, Executor; Bregman & 
Lantz, LLC, 1205 Wyoming Ave., 
Forty Fort, PA 18704

ESTATE OF GLORIA ANN CHES-
LOCK, late of Hazleton, (died Oc-
tober 30, 2023), Craig Lukatch 
and Loni Cinoski, Executors; Lo-
rine Angelo Ogurkis, Esquire, 
Ogurkis Law, LLC, 21 North Lo-
cust St., Hazleton, PA 18201

ESTATE OF BETH ANN DELANEY, 
late of Union Township (died No-
vember 5, 2023), Holly Sod, Ex-
ecutrix; Carlo A. LaMonica, Es-
quire, LaMonica Law Firm LLC, 
3218 Pittston Avenue, Scranton, 
PA 18505

ESTATE OF WILLIAM A. FELKER, late 
of Swoyersville (died October 10, 
2023), Lisa M. Felker, Executrix; 
Kelley, Polishan & Solfanelli, LLC, 
259 S. Keyser Ave., Old Forge, PA 
18518

ESTATE OF STEPHEN A. GAVRISH, 
late of Plymouth (died August 12, 
2023), Gary J. Gavrish, Adminis-
trator; The Blazick Law Firm, 
Cross Creek Pointe, 1065 Hwy. 
315, Suite 402, Wilkes-Barre, PA 
18702

ESTATE OF BENJAMIN F. GREGORY, 
III, late of Wilkes-Barre (died April 
17, 2022), Susan Murphy, Execu-
trix; Gregory S. Skibitsky, Jr., 
Esquire, Skibitsky & Molino, 457 
North Main St., Suite 101, Pittston, 
PA 18640

ESTATE OF CLIFFORD L. JONES, 
late of Wilkes-Barre (died Septem-
ber 9, 2023), Kathy Ann Mar-
gavitch, Executrix; Kevin R. Gre-
bas, Esquire, Colbert & Grebas, 
PC, 210 Montage Mountain Road, 
Suite A, Moosic, PA 18507

ESTATE OF MARY ROSE KOVAL 
a/k/a Mary R. Rauscher Koval, 
late of Wilkes-Barre (died Novem-
ber 8, 2023), Marie Koval Nar-
done, Executrix; Robert V. Davi-
son, Esquire, New Bridge Center, 
480 Pierce St., Suite 216, King-
ston, PA 18704

ESTATE OF DAVID BRIAN LEEDS 
a/k/a David B. Leeds, late of 
Larksville (died October 16, 2023), 
Lori Ann Menzel, Executrix; Frank 
J. Aritz, Esquire, 23 West Walnut 
St., Kingston, PA 18704

ESTATE OF JOSEPH W. MULLEN, III 
a/k/a Joseph W. Mullen, late of 
Dupont (died September 10, 
2023), Michael Coyle, Sr., Execu-
tor; Brenda D. Colbert, Esquire, 
Colbert & Grebas, PC, 210 Mon-
tage Mountain Road, Suite A, 
Moosic, PA 18507

ESTATE OF THOMAS P. MURPHY, 
late of Wilkes-Barre (died August 
24, 2023), Emily Murphy Walsh, 
Executrix; Alexander B. Russin, 
Esquire, 1516 Wyoming Ave., 
Forty Fort, PA 18704

ESTATE OF JEANETTE PETERS 
a/k/a Jeanette Louise Peters 
a/k/a Jeanette L. Peters, late of 
New Columbus (died January 29, 
2023), Kelly Newhart, Administra-
trix; Kreisher, Marshall & Associ-
ates, LLC, 401 S. Market St., 
Bloomsburg, PA 17815

ESTATE OF DELLA ROMANCZUK 
a/k/a Della A. Romanczuk, late 
of Pittston Twp. (died November 
7, 2023), Michael Romanczuk, 
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Executor; Biagio V. Musto, II, 
Esquire, 171 William St., Pittston, 
PA 18640-1719

ESTATE OF DONALD SHAPIRO 
a/k/a Donald M. Shapiro a/k/a 
Donald Michael Shapiro, late of 
Wilkes-Barre (died March 18, 
2023), Kelly Ashton, Executrix; 
Thomas Patrick Hogan, Esquire, 
Law Of f ices  o f  Thomas A. 
O’Connor, PC, 601 Wyoming Ave., 
Kingston, PA 18704

ESTATE OF ANDREW SCOTT WA-
NAT, late of Plains (died November 
5, 2023), Joan Wanat, Executrix; 
Stephen A. Menn, Esquire, 37 
North River St., Wilkes-Barre, PA 
18702

ESTATE OF GERALD J. WILLIAMS, 
late of Avoca (died November 3, 
2023), Patrick Williams, Executor; 
Joseph A. Dessoye, Esquire, 9 
North Main Street, Suite 6, Pitt-
ston, PA 18640

NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that on December 6, 2023, a 
Petition has been filed in the 
Court of Common Pleas of Lu-
zerne County requesting an order 
to change the name of minor 
child from Sophia Rose Stokas to 
Sophia Rose Svab.

The Court has fixed the day of 
Friday, March 22, 2024 at 9:15 
a.m., at the Luzerne County 
Courthouse, 200 North River 
Street, Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylva-
nia 18711, as the time and place 
for the hearing on said petition, 
when and where all interested 
parties may appear and show 
cause, if any, why the request of 
the petitioner should not be 
granted.

Dec. 22

ORDER OF COURT

IN THE COURT OF COMMON 
PLEAS OF LUZERNE COUNTY

CIVIL ACTION—LAW 
———

NO: 07753 OF 2022 
———

IN CUSTODY
———

ROCIO ENCARNACION-ARIAS
Plaintiff

vs. 
EMMANUEL 

DE LA CRUZ SANTOS
Defendant 

———
TO: EMMANUEL DE LA CRUZ 

SANTOS, Defendant 
You, EMMANUEL DE LA 

CRUZ SANTOS, Defendant, have 
been sued in Court to obtain 
Primary Physical and Sole Legal 
Custody of the minor children 
A.D.C.E., age: 6, born June 9, 
2017, Y.D.C.E., age: 5 born No-
vember 23, 2018 and Y.E., age: 
1 born February 24, 2022. 

You are ordered to appear in 
person at the Luzerne County 
Court House, Bernard Bromin-
ski Building, 113 West North 
Street, Third Floor, Wilkes-Barre, 
Pennsylvania, on February 9, 
2024 at 9:00 A.M. for 

_X_ A conciliation or media-
tion conference 

___ A pretrial conference
___ A hearing before the court 
If you fail to appear as pro-

vided by this Order, an Order for 
Custody may be entered against 
you or the Court may issue a 
warrant for your arrest. 

You must file with the court a 
verification regarding any crimi-
nal record or abuse history re-
garding you and anyone living in 
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your household on or before the 
initial in-person contact with the 
court (including, but not limited 
to, a conference with a confer-
ence officer or judge or concilia-
tion) but not later than 30 days 
after service of the complaint or 
petition. No party may make a 
change in the residence of any 
child which significantly impairs 
the ability of the other party to 
exercise custodial rights without 
first complying with all of the 
applicable provisions of 23 Pa. 
C.S. §5337 and Pa. R.C.P. No. 
1915.17 regarding relocation. 

If you are incarcerated, you 
may participate in the Confer-
ence before the Master by tele-
phone. You must provide in 
writing the telephone number at 
which you may be reached at the 
time scheduled for the hearing 
and the name of the counsellor 
prior to the hearing date. Please 
mail to Orphan’s Court, Bromin-
ski Building, Third Floor, 113 
West North Street, Wilkes-Barre, 
PA 18711, Attention: Clerk. 

YOU SHOULD TAKE THIS 
PAPER TO YOUR LAWYER AT 
ONCE. IF YOU DO NOT HAVE A 
LAWYER. GO TO OR TELE-
PHONE THE OFFICE SET FORTH 
BELOW. THIS OFFICE CAN 
PROVIDE YOU WITH INFORMA-
TION ABOUT HIRING A LAWYER. 

IF YOU CANNOT AFFORD TO 
HIRE A LAWYER, THIS OFFICE 
MAY BE ABLE TO PROVIDE YOU 
WITH INFORMATION ABOUT 
AGENCIES THAT MAY OFFER 
REDUCED FEE OR NO FEE LE-
GAL SERVICES TO ELIGIBLE 
PERSONS. 
NORTH PENN LEGAL SERVICES

33 North Main Street
Pittston, PA 18640
(570) 299-4100

- or -
LAWYER REFERRAL SERVICE

Wilkes-Barre Law and Library
Assoc.
200 N. River Street
Room 23
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18711
(570) 822-6029

AMERICAN WITH 
DISABILITIES ACT OF 1980
Luzerne County Court House 

Annex II is a facility accessible to 
persons with disabilities. Please 
notify the ADA Compliance Offi-
cer if special accommodations 
are required, who may be con-
tacted by telephone at (570) 830-
5135. All arrangements must be 
made at least 72 hours prior to 
any hearing or business before 
the Court. You must attend the 
scheduled conference or hearing. 

BY THE COURT : 
/s/Jennifer Rodgers 

Dec. 22
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